
The Dachshund Breed Council

Secretary Chairman Treasurer

Mrs Lesley Brown
Cooksmoor South
Stockland, Honiton

EX14 9NH
T: 01404 861433

E: devoncreamdax@homecall.co.uk

Mr Ian Seath
204 Blind Lane
Flackwell Heath

HP10 9LE
T: 01628 529936

E: ian@sunsong.co.uk

Mrs Katherine Herrington
5 Linden Close

Huntington, York
YO32 9RQ

T: 01904 761903
E: katherine.herrington@yahoo.co.uk

Health Report 2010

Prepared by the Breed Council's Health and Welfare Sub-Committee

Contents:

1. Introduction and review of 2010

2. Health monitoring and reporting

3. Lafora's Disease in Miniature Wirehaired Dachshunds

4. Intervertebral Disc Disease (IVDD)

5. Retinal Degeneration: cord1 PRA in Miniature Dachshunds

6. Day Blindness: NPHP4 PRA in Wirehaired Dachshunds

7. Other health issues

8. Health coordination

Issued: January 2011

www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk                                   www.uk-dachshund-health-report.org.uk 

http://www.uk-dachshund-health-report.org.uk/
http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/


The Dachshund Breed Council

Introduction
In January 2010 the Breed Council issued a Health Report, which was the first comprehensive summary of all  
the work being done by Dachshund Breed Clubs under the banner of Health and Welfare.  

2010 has been an important year from a health perspective.  The Wirehaired Dachshund Club carried out its  
initial screening programme for Lafora's Disease and nearly one hundred dogs were tested.  The results have 
shown a higher than expected number of “Affected” dogs and this has provided the impetus to move ahead  
to establish a full DNA test in 2011.

We held further discussions with specialists to identify a viable way ahead with a programme to reduce back 
problems (IVDD).  This is likely to be rather more complex than identifying a simple mutation for which a  
DNA test will be readily available.

Testing  Miniature  Dachshunds  for  cord1  PRA  has  now  become  pretty  much  a  routine  exercise  for 
responsible  breeders.   2010  saw  us  complete  a  research  sample  of  Miniature  Wires  and  a  resulting 
recommendation that they too should be screened for cord1 PRA. 

The Breed Council's Health website was launched at the end of December 2009 and has now had nearly 100  
individual  reports  submitted.   The  majority  of  these  have  been  submitted  by  the  owners  of  “pet”  
Dachshunds, rather than from the show and breeder community.  The data so far reaffirm the priority issues 
identified in the Kennel Club's 2004 survey and those being addressed by the Breed Council now.

In the following sections of this report you will find more detailed summaries of our work in 2010 and plans  
for 2011. 

Health Monitoring and Reporting
The Breed Council has recognised the importance of having reliable and up-to-date data on which to base its  
Health Plans.  To help address this need, at the end of December 2009, we launched a website dedicated to  
health and welfare.  It serves three purposes:

1. To provide a place for owners and breeders to report their Dachshund's health conditions (and cause 
of death, including "Old Age") 

2. To summarise the latest data available from owners' and breeders' health reports made on the site 
3. To provide links to Breed Health Plans and the most up-to-date health information of importance to 

Dachshund breeders and owners

The Health Reporting tool is  an on-line questionnaire based 
on  the  health  conditions  found  in  the  Kennel  Club's  2004 
Survey.  All data is treated as confidential and will be used to 
help  build  a  database  and  profile  of  health  issues  affecting 
Dachshunds.  The Breed Council's  Health and Welfare Sub-
committee  hopes  that  owners  of  pet  Dachshunds  will 
contribute  information,  as  well  as  those  in  the  show  and 
breeder community.  Our new Health Website is an important 
tool in helping us build a picture of Dachshund health, based 
on facts, rather than anecdotes.

Summary reports are available “in real time” on the site and summarise, anonymously, data gathered from  
submitted questionnaires.  The site also provides Dachshund-specific health information, including current  
Breed Health Plans, information on canine diseases and links to other relevant websites such as the latest  
canine health research.  The website can be found at: www.uk-dachshund-health-report.org.uk 
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Clearly,  by  the  very  nature  of  this  approach,  the  results  are  always  going  to  be biased  towards  “health 
problems” and we have no way of knowing the real picture as far as disease prevalence is concerned.  For  
that, we would need to carry out a Breed Census, recording the health of a set of dogs over a period such as a 
year.  This is something which the Council will give consideration to in 2011.

By the end of 2010 there had been 91 individual  reports 
submitted,  covering  124  separate conditions  (representing 
an  average  of  1.4  conditions  per  dog).   The  rates  of 
reporting  for  each  variety  clearly  does  not  reflect  the 
numbers  registered  and  it  is  disappointing  that  so  few 
owners of Smooths, Longs and Mini Longs have submitted 
reports.

The number of reports, by category of condition are 
shown in the chart on the right.

The top 3 categories are:

1. Neurological (spinal), which is back problems 
(IVDD) in all six varieties (30% of conditions)

2. Neurological (non-spinal), which is largely 
Lafora's Disease in MWHDs (12%)

3. Cardiac, which is largely heart disease in 
Standard Wires (11%)

Back problems were reported as follows:

Smooth Long Wire Min Smooth Min Long Min Wire
1 0 9 13 3 6

There were 10 cases of Lafora's Disease reported in MWHDs and 10 cases of heart problems reported in  
Standard Wires.  

Interestingly, where we have previously had anecdotal reports of Diabetes in Standard Smooths, there were 
no reports  of  this  condition  in the  Smooths.   Similarly,  where  we had anecdotal  reports  of  epilepsy  in  
Smooths, none have been reported.  Of the 5 epilepsy cases reported, 4 were in Wires and the fifth was a 
MLHD.
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Lafora's Disease
Lafora's Disease is an inherited form of  epilepsy that affects Miniature Wirehaired Dachshunds and has also 
been reported in some other breeds.  Myoclonus (jerking) is a feature of  the disease and characteristically this 
can be induced by flashing lights, sudden sounds and movement, especially when close to the dog’s head.  
Generalised or complex partial seizures may be seen in some dogs.  The disease progresses slowly over many  
years and gradually other neurological symptoms such as ataxia, blindness and dementia occur.

The condition typically only becomes apparent any time from the age of  5 onwards and can affect both dogs 
and bitches.

Although Lafora's is caused by an autosomal recessive genetic mutation, DNA testing is not as simple as in 
the  case  of  cord1  Retinal  Degeneration.   The  test  currently  available  (in  Canada)  can  only  differentiate  
between “Affected” and “Unaffected” dogs.  Dogs that are “Affected” by the disease or are “Carriers” of  the 
genetic mutation, are at risk of  producing more “Affected” puppies if  they are bred from with others carrying 
the mutation. 

Most people will know by now that the WHDC has received the results from the DNA swabs taken to test  
for Lafora's Disease in Miniature Wirehaired Dachshunds over the period end March to mid July 2010.  96 
samples were taken, of which 95 had sufficient DNA to test.  Twelve dogs were identified as "Affected" and, 
of these, three were already known to have the disease.  This incidence is higher than was expected, at around 
12 per cent.  All who submitted tests have been contacted and, in every case, if the result was "Not Affected", 
it  has been explained that  this  does not mean the dog is  "Clear" of  Lafora's Disease;  it  could still  be a  
"Carrier".  It is vitally important that all Miniature Wire breeders understand this. 

At present there is no test available to distinguish between "Clear" and "Carrier" dogs - this was explained to  
everyone who brought their dogs to be tested and it was apparently the reason that some breeders decided  
not to have their dogs tested.

The researchers at the Canadian hospital who carried out the tests have requested five-generation pedigrees 
from every dog tested to help identify "Carrier" lines, to enable Miniature Wire breeders to breed away from 
this debilitating disease, and there has been an excellent response to this.

Every Miniature Wirehaired owner/breeder must surely want to breed away from this condition.  No-one 
is at  fault for the existence of the disease, and because the age of onset is after normal breeding age there is no 
way anyone can be thought to have deliberately bred from Dachshunds with Lafora's.

We have discussed the results with Dr. Cathryn Mellersh who leads the KC's Genetics Centre at the Animal 
Health Trust.  She said that if  the 12 % “Affected” is a representative sample of  the breed, she would expect there 
to be approx. 45% “Carriers” in the wider population as well.  This is a high proportion, which further emphasises 
the need for action to reduce the mutation frequency.  As a comparison, 45% is approximately the proportion of  
cord1 PRA “Carrier” Mini Longs back in 2005.  

We  have  also  discussed  breeding  strategies  and Dr.  Mellersh  felt  that  breeders  should  adopt  the  same 
approach as with cord1 PRA; i.e. allowing “Carriers” to continue to breed as long as they are only mated to  
“Clears”.  Advising people not to breed from “Carriers” would be likely to have an adverse effect on genetic 
diversity in what is a relatively small population.  Dogs known to be “Affected” or “Carriers” should not be 
mated together.  Avoiding such combinations will reduce the incidence of  Lafora's Disease.

Most people seem to think that a substantial sum of money should  be invested by the Dachshund world in 
developing a test to distinguish  between  Dachshunds  who are  “Clear”  of  Lafora's  and those  who are 
“Carriers”.   Unlike the DNA test for cord1 PRA which is available from the AHT, the full Lafora test will  
only be available in Canada from the  Toronto Hospital for Sick Children.  However,  the full test is not 
currently in use and will need to be reinstated and it is for this, plus the running of the tests, which we need to 
raise funds.  Dr. Mellersh supports the Wire Club's decision to work with the Canadian team on establishing  
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the full Clear/Carrier/Affected DNA test.

The WHDC, the Miniature DC and the Breed Council will be working on the next steps to be taken in 2011,  
including plans for raising the required funding.  The WHDC has published the results on its  website and 
they will also be in its next newsletter.

We are sure all Miniature Wire owners and breeders will wish to thank the WHDC for their work so far on  
this health condition.  Nina Dible is now the Chairman of the WHDC committee, but Lesley Patton remains  
the Club's first point of contact for all matters relating to Lafora's Disease until the nest steps are put in place.  
The Club would like to think that someone from within the Miniature Wire community will be able to take 
this on.

The Breed Council has published a Fact Sheet on Lafora's Disease and this can be downloaded from our  
website  (www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk).   We  also  recommend  you  visit  the  Lafora  Dogs  Support 
Group at www.laforadogs.org where there is advice for owners of  clinically affected dogs on how to manage 
the condition. 

Intervertebral Disc Disease (IVDD)
IVDD is the most significant health issue in Dachshunds and the research indicates that between 1 in 4 and 1 
in 5 Dachshunds will have some  degree of disc-related problems in their lifetimes.  Being a dwarf breed, 
Dachshunds  have  a  condition  known  as  CHONDRODYSTROPHY  -  “chondro”  means  cartilage  and 
“dystrophy” means disorder.  This means they are more prone to disc degeneration at an earlier age than 
other breeds.  The age of incidence for chondrodystrophoid breeds is highest between three and seven years.

Representatives of The Breed Council's Health and Welfare Sub-committee met with the Kennel Club in  
August to discuss the latest research into IVDD and the X-ray screening approach being implemented in  
Denmark.  We  discussed  the  factors  to  be  considered  in  deciding  whether  or  not  an  X-ray  screening  
programme of this type would be of value in the UK.  These factors include:

• the reliability of the evidence (it may take some years to be certain that the Danish programme is  
making a significant difference) 

• how easy/difficult it would be to persuade breeders that the screening programme would make a  
difference (the Danish are very specific  about which dogs should/should not  be bred from, 
based on their X-ray scores)

• the risks to dogs being screened (they require some degree of anaesthesia)
• the technical difficulty of the screening process (it requires accurate and specific positions of the 

dog's spine – this may mean it  should only be carried out by “approved” vets in controlled  
conditions)

• the cost of any screening (estimated to be between £100 and £200 per dog)

On balance, it was felt that it would not be viable to establish a UK X-ray screening programme at present.   
Other options were discussed:

1. Avoid breeding from dogs until they are older than the typical age at which IVDD occurs 
• This is impractical as most Dachshunds are bred from at a relatively early age

2. Adopt an approach based on Estimated Breeding Values (EBV)
• There is insufficient clinical data to enable this to be done

3. Investigate the possibility of a DNA screening programme
• Some work has already been started on this in the USA at UC Davis

It was agreed that a DNA screening approach would be worth investigating further since there have been 
significant advances in the technology over recent years.  It was also agreed that, if we were to start a research 
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programme, this could have a positive effect in raising the profile of IVDD and the importance of reducing  
its incidence.  The KC would be able to include information on any research programme on Registration and 
Transfer documents, to raise awareness further.

We have now held discussions with Dr. Mellersh at the Animal Health Trust to identify how such a DNA 
screening programme might be developed.  We are still in very early discussions, but it looks like we may need 
to find about 50 Dachshunds that have had Type 1 Disc herniations and 50 that have survived to beyond 9  
years old with no herniation.  DNA swab samples from each of  these groups can then be analysed with a  
view to identifying the gene, or more likely, genes associated with back problems.  This would have to be 
established as a research project and the current initial estimate is that we would need to find £20,000 to 
cover the costs of  testing and analysis.

More information will be circulated as we investigate this further, but owners' and breeders' views would be  
welcomed.  

References:
The two main scientific papers we discussed with the KC were:-

(1) "Quantification of  the association between intervertebral disc calcification and disc herniation in Dachshunds" (Jensen, 
Beck,  Christensen,  Arnbjerg;  2008).  This paper deals with the current X-ray screening programme being  
adopted in Denmark which proposes a correlation between the number of  calcified discs (at 18 months) and 
the likelihood of  IVDD.  This correlation, it is proposed, can be used to select away from high-risk dogs in  
breeding programmes.

(2) "Prevalence of  radiographic detectable intervertebral disc calcifications in Dachshunds surgically treated  for disc extrusion" 
(Rohdin, Jeserevic, Viitmaa, Cizinauskas; 2010) which concludes that disc extrusions occur as frequently in 
discs with X-ray evidence of  calcification as those discs that do not have X-ray signs of  calcification.  This 
work challenges the view that X-raying and counting calcified discs can be a reliable predictor of  IVDD, or  
used to reduce its incidence.

IVDD Education:
The Breed Council has kindly been given the rights to distribute copies of  the DodgersList IVDD DVD 
(www.dodgerslist.com).  Contents include: Care and Tips for healing & living with disc disease, Treatments, 
Recovery Suite, Expressing: Bladder & Bowels, Living with IVDD.  Buy one for yourself  and buy one for 
your vet.  This is now available at £4.50 per copy.  This price covers our costs and includes a donation to  
DodgersList  from  every  sale.    Please  e-mail  Dawn  Norton  (Miniature  Dachshund  Club  secretary)  at: 
halunke@talktalk.net for more details.

Retinal Degeneration – cord1 (PRA) in Miniature Dachshunds
At the end of 2009 the Animal Health Trust added MWHD to MLHD and MSHD for testing of cord1 
Retinal Degeneration.  Dr. Cathryn Mellersh said at that time: "We based this decision (to add MW to the list  
of cord1 breeds) on a couple of factors, one being the recent close relationship between the varieties and  
another being the fact that we did find the mutation in a single MWHD, albeit in carrier form.  All things 
considered we thought it was reasonable to extend the test to the MWHD but there isn't any real evidence 
that there is a 'problem' in this variety."
As a result,  we asked the AHT if  they could carry out a  research sampling  programme of MWHDs to  
establish the current extent of the cord1 mutation in UK MWHDs.  The results were as follows:
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The combined total for UK dogs tested was 106 (65 Research and 41 Diagnostic).   This includes English 
dogs with Swedish and Finnish breeding within the pedigrees.  Results:- 3 Affected, 19 Carriers, 84 Clear.

The cord1 mutation was found in 20% of  MWHDs, but just under 3% were “Affected”.  Dogs tested with  
Swedish or Finnish breeding within their pedigrees were all genetically “Clear”.  Although 5 names of  pure 
Continental breeding were submitted for research testing only 3 samples were able to be returned, but they 
were also all “Clear”.
A further  10  samples  went  to  the  AHT from outside  the  UK,  among which  were  1  “Affected”  and 3 
“Carriers” – all from the USA (Parentage unknown).

The AHT has given us an estimate of  approximately half  a percent (0.5%) genetically homozygous affected 
in the general UK Mini Wire breeding population, assuming that random mating took place with respect to  
this mutation.

At the moment, the numbers are thankfully small, but it wouldn't take long for the incidence of  untested  
Carrier  to Carrier  matings  to increase the presence of  the mutation and the number of  Affected dogs.  
Without testing, the incidence of  Carriers and Affecteds will increase.  

The mutation percentage is lower than in the other Dachshund varieties, but the AHT think it would be 
advisable to eliminate these harmful mutations from the Miniature Wire population.  The Council has agreed  
to recommend cord1 testing to all MWHD breeders.   Matings (as in other varieties) should not knowingly 
produce offspring that could potentially possess 2 copies of  the mutation (Affected) and give rise to clinical  
cord1 PRA. In other words, breeders should follow the same route as advised for the other varieties with this  
problem: only mate Affecteds and Carriers to Clear dogs.

The Breed Council has written to the the Kennel Club asking them to add cord1 PRA testing to the Mini  
Wire requirements within the Accredited Breeder Scheme.

Day Blindness - NPHP4 PRA in Wirehaired Dachshunds
In addition to looking for the cord1 PRA mutation in the research sample of Mini Wires, the AHT also 
looked  at  64  of  the  same  samples  for  a  mutation  (NPHP4)  which  has  been  reported  by  Norwegian 
researchers causing “Day Blindness” in Standard Wires.

4 “Carriers” were found with this mutation.  One was of mixed breeding on our research list and another  
“Carrier” for this mutation was also a “Carrier” for cord1 PRA.

Given the very low frequency of this mutation in Mini Wires the Council decided not to recommend further  
action for Mini Wire breeders at the moment.

We have asked the AHT if they will help us carry out a research exercise to test UK Standard Wires for this  
mutation and they have agreed to do this in return for a donation to cover their costs.  There is no evidence 
that  Day  Blindness  is  an issue  in  UK Wires,  so  this  exercise  is  purely  for  research  purposes.   Further  
information on how to participate in this exercise will  be published in due course.  The WHDC will  be 
leading on this initiative.
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Other Health issues
Breed Standard:
We  revised  the  Breed  Standard  in  2008  (and  it  was  published  in  2009)  to  ensure  health  and  welfare 
considerations were to the fore and to avoid any tendency for unhealthy exaggerations.  So, while it may seem 
that the Breed Council's first couple of years of activity has focussed on health issues such as cord1 PRA,  
heart disease and epilepsy (including Lafora's Disease), we've also been trying to establish the foundations for  
Dachshunds that can be “fit for function”, via the Breed Standard.

The  Breed  Clubs  successfully  persuaded the  Kennel  Club  to  amend  the  Breed  Standard  to  ensure  the  
breeding of Double Dapples was unacceptable and that puppies bred from two dapple parents can no longer 
be registered.  We are currently reviewing the colour clause of the Standard to decide whether  the “dilute”  
colours should be specifically excluded on health grounds, since they are prone to skin conditions such as 
Colour Dilution Alopecia.

Communication:
The big challenge we have in relation to health and welfare is that of communications.  Members of Breed 
Clubs are generally the best informed about health issues; it's hard for them to avoid being aware of our plans  
and recommendations given the wealth of information in Club Newsletters, websites and issued via the Breed 
Council.  Where we struggle, is in getting to the potential Dachshund puppy buyers among the general public.  
More and more people are finding out how to recognise a responsible breeder by talking to Club Secretaries 
and via our websites.  The Midland Dachshund Club does a superb job at Discover Dogs twice a year and has 
a very willing band of helpers who get the message across to the public.

Yet, we still  hear stories of puppies bought from puppy farms and commercial/volume breeders that are 
unhealthy, untested and not typical examples of the breed.  We've not had much luck in trying to persuade  
some of the commercial puppy sales websites to make our health information available to their site visitors.  

We are trying to address the challenges of getting people to participate in health reporting and some of the 
marketing and communications methods being used by the Dachshund Breed Council  include Facebook, 
websites, Blogs, Club Newsletters and on-line discussion forums.

Somehow, we have to make Club/Council websites and 'phone calls to Club Secretaries the first ports of call  
for anyone interested in buying a Dachshund, or anyone thinking of breeding from their Dachshund.

Health Coordination
KC Health Coordinator:
Every breed has a Health Coordinator who is the single point of contact for the Kennel Club with that breed.  
Ours has been Anne Moore, Secretary of the Dachshund Club, who has also been Chair of our H&W Sub-
committee.  Anne has decided to step down from her role on the H&W Sub-committee and we'd like to 
thank her for the work she has done and support she has given over nearly three years.
A new Dachshund Breed Health Coordinator will be nominated at the April Council meeting.

KC Breed Watch:
The Kennel Club launched its Breed Watch initiative in 2010, through which it  publicises current health 
matters  for  every  breed.   Particular  points  of  concern  for  individual  breeds  may  include  features  not  
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specifically highlighted in the Breed Standard.  The features listed are derived from health surveys, a meeting  
of Kennel Club Group Judges (Feb 2009), feedback from judges at shows and consultation with individual  
Breed Clubs/Councils.   Currently no points  of concern specific  to Dachshunds have been identified for 
special attention by judges, other than those covered routinely by the Kennel Club Breed Standard.  Link to 
Breed Watch list.

Independent Advisory Council:
The founding members of the new Advisory Council on the Welfare Issues of Dog Breeding were named in 
November 2010.  The group will be led by Professor Sheila Crispin.  The only member of the group who 
could be considered to be from the breed and show community is Lesley Bloomfield.  Lesley is joint Health  
Coordinator for the English Springer Spaniel Clubs and representatives of our H&W Sub-committee have 
met with her several times to share knowledge and experiences (ESS also suffer from cord1 PRA).  We wish 
her well in her new role.

H&W Sub-committee:
The Breed  Council's  H&W Sub-committee  is  currently:  Lesley  McNaughton,  Roger  Sainsbury  BVM&S, 
MRCVS, Ian Seath, Valerie Skinner,  Judy Squires.  The Sub-committee coordinates the work being done 
across all  health matters prioritised by the Council.   Individual Dachshund Breed Clubs take the lead on 
specific issues.
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