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Introduction
Dachs-Life 2012 achieved a response rate of more than 1500 Surveys from UK Dachshund 
owners.  After the raw data had been cleaned, there were 1463 usable survey returns.
Of those we have been able to identify dogs in “pet homes” and dogs in “show homes” and 
wanted to examine whether there were any differences in the responses of the two groups of 
owners.  This report summarises that analysis.  It is not intended to be a complete analysis 
of every factor reported in the survey.

We have not attempted to draw conclusions about the root causes of any differences in the 
results reported by the two groups.  The differences might be associated with “honesty” in 
reporting or due to lifestyle and environmental factors.

Pet and Show Owners
From the full set of data we were able to identify the ownership status of 1333 dogs.

Variety: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Long 35 92 127

Mini Long 125 172 297

Mini Smooth 125 189 314

Mini Wire 62 208 270

Smooth 46 68 114

Wire 72 139 211

Grand Total 465 868 1333

Approximately one third of the Dachshunds were in pet homes and two-thirds in show 
homes.  The Miniature varieties were represented more than the Standards. 

A total of 380 conditions were reported by pet owners and 500 by show owners, giving an 
average of 0.82 conditions per dog for pet owners and 0.58 conditions per dog for show 
owners.

The following table shows the numbers and percentages of pet and show-owned dogs with 
0, 1, 2 and 3+ health conditions reported.  There is no statistically significant difference (at 
the 95% Confidence Level) between the proportion of pet-owned dogs and show-owned 
dogs reporting no health conditions.  However, there is a significant difference in the 
proportion of pet owners reporting 3 or more conditions in their Dachshunds.
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No. of 
conditions 
reported

No. of pet-
owned

% of pet-
owned

No. of show-
owned

% of show-
owned

0 261 56% 533 61%

1 120 26% 224 26%

2 39 8% 80 9%

3+ 45 10% 31 4%

The respondents are further broken down by Variety and Sex below:

Variety: Sex: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Long Bitch 1% 4% 5%

 Dog 2% 3% 4%

Long Total  3% 7% 10%

Mini Long Bitch 6% 8% 14%

 Dog 4% 5% 8%

Mini Long Total  9% 13% 22%

Mini Smooth Bitch 5% 10% 15%

 Dog 5% 4% 9%

Mini Smooth Total 9% 14% 24%

Mini Wire Bitch 3% 11% 13%

 Dog 2% 5% 7%

Mini Wire Total  5% 16% 20%

Smooth Bitch 2% 3% 5%

 Dog 2% 2% 4%

Smooth Total  3% 5% 9%

Wire Bitch 3% 7% 10%

 Dog 3% 3% 6%

Wire Total  5% 10% 16%

Grand Total  35% 65% 100%
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Spayed/Neutered Status

Spayed/neutered? Pet Show Grand 
Total

No 17% 51% 68%

Yes 17% 15% 32%

Grand Total 35% 65% 100%

Pet-owned Dachshunds were equally split between spayed/neutered and those that were 
entire.  For the show community, slightly more than three times as many Dachshunds were 
entire, than were neutered.  

Adding in the sex of the dog (below), shows nearly 50% of pet-owned males are neutered 
compared with 14% (1 in 7) of show-owned males.  A quarter of the show-owned bitches 
were spayed, compared with half the pet-owned ones.

Spayed/neutered? Sex: Pet Show Grand 
Total

No Bitch 26% 49% 41%

No Dog 24% 29% 27%

Yes Bitch 28% 18% 21%

Yes Dog 23% 5% 11%

Grand Total  100% 100% 100%
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Breeding Status
The following table shows that approximately a quarter of Dachshunds in pet homes had 
been bred from (or used at stud).  Of course, what we don’t know is whether any of these 
dogs were previously in show homes and rehomed, perhaps after a period of showing or 
breeding.

Of the dogs in show homes, 90 were under the age of two and would therefore probably not 
yet be at an age where they would be bred from. 122 of the pet home dogs were under the 
age of two.

Bred from? Pet Show Grand 
Total

No 355 395 750

Yes 101 450 551

Grand Total 456 845 1301

Cancers and Tumours
Mammary Tumours were the highest prevalence (3.6%) form of cancer/tumour in the survey 
and were reported more frequently among show owners. This difference is statistically 
significant.

Mammary Variety: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Long  4 4

 Mini Long 5 8 13

 Mini 
Smooth

1 1 2

 Mini Wire  9 9

 Smooth  1 1

 Wire  2 2

Grand Total  6 25 31

The following table shows the Mammary Tumour data in relation to whether or not the bitch 
had been bred from, with 92% of show-owned bitches that suffered from Mammary Tumours 
had been been bred from, in comparison with an even split in the pet-owned bitches (albeit 
with significantly fewer dogs).
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Mammary Bred from? Pet Show Grand 
Total

No 2 2 4

 Yes 3 23 26

Grand Total  5 25 30

All the published evidence suggests that spaying a bitch significantly reduces her risk of 
Mammary Tumours.  Interestingly, the table below shows twice as many spayed bitches 
suffered from Mammary Tumours as unspayed bitches, with virtually no difference between 
the pet and show populations.  Of course, we don’t know whether these bitches were spayed 
before or after being diagnosed with Mammary Tumours.  90% of the bitches suffering from 
Mammary Tumours were over the age of seven.

Mammary Spayed/
neutered?

Pet Show Grand 
Total

No 33% 36% 36%

 Yes 67% 64% 64%

Mammary Total  100% 100% 100%

Cardiac Disease
There was no difference in the proportion of pet or show owners reporting Heart Rhythm 
disorders or Mitral Valve Disease.  Nor was there any difference between dogs and bitches.

Endocrine Conditions
Cushings and Diabetes were he highest prevalence endocrine conditions reported in the 
survey, with overall prevalences of 0.5% and 0.3% respectively.

Pet owners reported Cushings Disease twice as often as show owners.  They reported 
Diabetes three times as often as show owners.  This is perhaps surprising considering there 
were twice as many show-owned dogs as pet-owned dogs in the survey.  However, there 
were only 8 Cushings cases and 4 Diabetes cases reported in total.
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Hernias
Umbilical and Inguinal Hernias were the highest prevalence Gastro-intestinal conditions 
reported, with an overall prevalence of 1.4%.  The ratio between show and pet cases was 
12:7.

The incidence of hernias was evenly split between dogs and bitches that were pet-owned. 
However, three times as many show-owned bitches had hernias as dogs.

Allergies

Twice as many pet-owners reported problems with grass allergies as show-owners and this 
is a statistically significant difference.  Interestingly, show-owned bitches were three times 
more likely to suffer than dogs, whereas there was an even split between the sexes in pet-
owned Dachshunds.

Grass Allergy Sex: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Bitch 36% 24% 60%

 Dog 32% 8% 40%

Grass Allergy Total  68% 32% 100%

Pet-owners were also more likely to report other allergies than show-owners and this 
difference is statistically significant:

Other Allergies Sex: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Bitch 12 5 17

 Dog 8 2 10

Other Allergies Total  20 7 27
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Musculo-skeletal Conditions
After Arthritis associated with old age, Patellar Luxation was the (surprising) highest 
prevalence condition in this category with 0.9% overall, primarily in Miniatures.  It was 
reported ten times by pet owners but only once by show owners and this is a statistically 
significant difference.  There were twice as many dogs as bitches reported with this 
condition.

Patellar Luxation Sex: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Bitch 3  3

 Dog 7 1 8

Patellar Luxation Total  10 1 11

Intervertebral Disc Disease
This is the most significant health condition affecting Dachshunds and we have reported 
(elsewhere) a detailed analysis of how this condition’s prevalence varies with age.  There 
appears to be no difference between the sexes when the whole survey sample is considered 
(61% of the surveyed Dachshunds were bitches).  

Intervertebral Disc 
Disease (Back)

Sex: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Bitch 16 25 41

 Dog 23 10 33

Intervertebral Disc 
Disease (Back) 
Total

39 35 74

 
The data above show that pet-owned Dachshunds (39/465 = 8%) are twice as likely to suffer 
from back problems as show-owned ones (35/868 = 4%).  The difference is statistically 
significant.
There appears to be no difference in the age profiles of pet or show-owned Dachshunds with 
back disease although there are more elderly pet-owned Dachshunds with the problem than 
show-owned ones.
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Neurological Conditions (non-spinal)
Epilepsy was reported with an overall prevalence of 1.2%, with Mini Longs being the most 
commonly affected variety.

Epilepsy Pet Show Grand 
Total

12 4 16

Pet owners were five times more likely to report Epilepsy in their Dachshunds than show 
owners, albeit with only a small number of dogs affected in total.  The difference is 
statistically significant.

There was no difference in the reporting levels between dogs and bitches in either pet or 
show-owned dogs.

Lafora Disease is a particular form of Epilepsy that affects Mini Wires.

Lafora Disease Sex: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Bitch 2 6 8

 Dog 1 1 2

Lafora Disease 
Total

3 7 10

Based on the number of Mini Wires in the survey, 5% of pet owners reported Lafora 
Disease, compared with 3.4% of show owners.  The difference is not statistically significant.

There is an age-related dimension to this disease as discussed in the main survey report.

It is interesting to note that Lafora-affected bitches outnumber dogs by 4:1 whereas in the 
overall sample they only outnumber dogs by 2:1.
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Ocular Conditions
Cataracts were reported as the highest prevalence eye condition (1.5%) and these were 
largely in elderly dogs.

Blindness due to unspecified causes was reported five times more often by show owners 
than pet owners but, when adjusted for sample sizes, this difference drops to a factor of 
three.

Distichiasis is a condition the Breed Council is beginning to investigate in Mini Longs.  

Variety: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Mini Long 4 5 9

The number of cases reported is similar for the two groups and, when adjusted for the 
number of dogs, there is no significant difference in the levels reported (3%).

Reproductive Conditions
False pregnancies in Dachshund bitches was the most significant female reproductive issue 
reported (3.9% prevalence).

False Pregnancy Variety: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Long  2 2

 Mini Long 1 2 3

 Mini 
Smooth

 3 3

 Mini Wire 2 4 6

 Smooth 1 8 9

 Wire 3 8 11

False Pregnancy Total  7 27 34

Adjusting for the sample sizes, the show-owned bitches are twice as likely to be reported 
with False Pregnancies.  This is consistent with the data on spay rates, where 
proportionately more pet-owned bitches had been spayed.

In the case of males, Cryptorchidism was the most commonly reported reproductive 
condition (2.8% prevalence).
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Chryptorchidism (monorchid) Variety: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Long  1 1

 Mini Long 3 1 4

 Mini 
Smooth

3 1 4

 Mini Wire 2 4 6

 Smooth 1 1

Chryptorchidism (monorchid) Total 9 7 16

Pet-owned males were twice as likely to be reported as being monorchid than show-owned 
males.  Most show owners would typically not keep a monorchid dog as it is unsuitable for 
showing.  To some extent it is therefore a surprise that 2.4 % of the show-owned dogs were 
monorchids.

Vaccination Status

There is a significant difference between the proportions of pet and show owners who 
vaccinate their dogs annually.  Show owners are almost evenly split between those who do 
and those who don’t vaccinate annually.  Pet owners are five times more likely to vaccinate 
annually than not to.

Vaccinated? Pet Show Grand 
Total

No 16% 55% 41%

Yes 84% 45% 59%

Grand Total 100% 100% 100%
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Temperament
Pet owners are less likely to say their Dachshund is “Always” Outgoing/Friendly.  The 
difference is statistically significant.  The main contributing factor for this difference is in the 
owners of Mini Wires where 7% of pet owners said “Always” compared with 17% of show 
owners.

Outgoing/Friendly: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Always 57% 68% 64%

Often 21% 20% 20%

Sometimes 20% 11% 14%

Never 2% 1% 2%

Grand Total 100% 100% 100%

Pet owners were slightly more likely to say their Dachshund was “Often” Excitable/Active 
than show owners and slightly less likely to say their Dachshund was “Never” 
Excitable/Active. This difference was mostly accounted for by the proportion of Mini Smooth 
owners’ reports.

Excitable/Active: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Always 35% 36% 36%

Often 37% 31% 33%

Sometimes 25% 26% 25%

Never 3% 7% 6%

Grand Total 100% 100% 100%
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Pet owners were more likely to say their Dachshund “Often” barked 
Excessively/Persinstently and were less likely to say their Dachshund “Never” behaved in 
this way.  These differences are  statistically significant.  Pet owners of Mini Smooths and 
Mini Longs were the most likely to say their dog “Often” barked excessively. 

Excessive/Persistent Barking: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Always 4% 3% 3%

Often 18% 10% 13%

Sometimes 41% 41% 41%

Never 37% 47% 43%

Grand Total 100% 100% 100%

Show owners were less likely to report having problems with house-training their 
Dachshunds.  35% of pet-owners had a problem to some extent, compared with 27% of 
show owners.  The difference is statistically significant.  Mini Smooths were reported as 
being the most difficult to house-train, followed by Mini Longs, then Mini Wires.  Only 1% of 
owners of Longs reported “Sometimes” having difficulty with house-training their dog.

Pet and show owners all found bitches slightly more difficult to house-train than dogs.  Mini 
Smooth bitches and dogs tended to be equally difficult to house-train.

House-training Problems: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Always 3% 0% 1%

Often 7% 3% 4%

Sometimes 25% 24% 24%

Never 65% 73% 70%

Grand Total 100% 100% 100%
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Submissive urination (piddling) was more likely to be a problem with pet-owned Dachshunds 
and bitches were more likely to have this behaviour than dogs.  Mini Smooths were most 
likely to be piddlers and Mini Longs least likely.

Submissive Urination (piddling): Pet Show Grand 
Total

Always 1% 1% 1%

Often 5% 1% 2%

Sometimes 21% 11% 15%

Never 73% 87% 82%

Grand Total 100% 100% 100%

Overall, nine out of ten owners said their Dachshund was “Never” aggressive with people. 
Pet owners were more than twice as likely to say their Dachshund was “Sometimes” 
aggressive with people, than show owners.  The majority of these were pet owners of Mini 
Smooths, followed by Mini Wires.

Aggressive with people: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Always 0% 0% 0%

Often 1% 0% 1%

Sometimes 14% 6% 9%

Never 85% 93% 90%

Grand Total 100% 100% 100%

Both pet and show owners were more likely to say their Dachshund was aggressive with 
other dogs, than with people.  Pet owners were more than three times more likely to report 
their Dachshund being “Often” aggressive with other dogs, than show owners.  Of these, 
proportionately more Mini Smooth owners reported this than the other varieties.
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Where owners reported their Dachshund “Sometimes” being aggressive with other dogs, pet 
owners of Mini Smooths and Mini Longs were twice as likely to have this problem than show 
owners.

Aggressive with other dogs: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Always 1% 1% 1%

Often 7% 2% 4%

Sometimes 31% 24% 27%

Never 61% 73% 68%

Grand Total 100% 100% 100%

Pet owners were significantly more likely to report that their Dachshund was nervous or 
fearful of people than show owners and this applies in all three reporting levels: Always, 
Often and Sometimes.  Mini Smooths and Mini Longs were the varieties most likely to be 
reported for this characteristic.  One in ten of their owners said the Dachshund was 
“Sometimes” nervous/fearful of people.

Nervous/Fearful of people: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Always 3% 1% 2%

Often 9% 2% 4%

Sometimes 34% 19% 24%

Never 54% 78% 70%

Grand Total 100% 100% 100%

A similar pattern to this nervous/fearful trait applies with Separation Anxiety, with pet owners 
significantly more likely to experience this issue with their Dachshund.  Again, Mini Smooths 
and Mini Longs were more likely to be reported with this issue.  Pet-owned Mini Smooths 
were ten times more likely than show-owned Mini Smooths to be reported with Separation 
Anxiety.  

The most likely reason would be to speculate that pet owners are more likely to have only 
one Dachshund whereas show-owners probably have several who live together in a group.
Among pet-owned Dachshunds there was no difference between this behaviour in dogs or 
bitches, whereas in show-owned Dachshunds, bitches were twice as likely as dogs to have 
this issue. 
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Separation Anxiety: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Always 6% 1% 3%

Often 8% 2% 4%

Sometimes 33% 15% 22%

Never 53% 82% 72%

Grand Total 100% 100% 100%

There was no difference in the levels of destructiveness reported by pet or show owners. 
Dogs and bitches did not differ in this behaviour.

Destructive: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Always 0% 0% 0%

Often 2% 2% 2%

Sometimes 23% 21% 22%

Never 75% 76% 76%

Grand Total 100% 100% 100%

Pet owners were more likely to report Noise/Thunderstorm Fear in their Dachshunds.  Again, 
this may be due to these dogs not being kept in a group as would be the case for many 
show-owners.  With the exception of Longs, approx. 25% of all the other varieties 
“Sometimes” suffered from Noise/Thunderstorm Fear (for Longs, the proportion was 12%). 

Noise/Thunderstorm Fear: Pet Show Grand 
Total

Always 4% 2% 3%

Often 7% 2% 4%

Sometimes 21% 17% 18%

Never 68% 79% 75%

Grand Total 100% 100% 100%
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Summary and Conclusions
This report has analysed the responses of Dachshunds by their type of owner: pet or show. 
Overall, pet owners reported 0.82 conditions per dog compared with 0.58 reported by show 
owners.  In many cases there are no significant differences, but the main differences were 
as follows:

● Pet-owners were nearly four times as likely to neuter male dogs as show owners, but 
only twice as likely to spay their bitches

● Pet-owners were half as likely to breed from their Dachshund as show owners
● Pet owners were more likely to have their dogs vaccinated annually
● Show owners were more likely to report Mammary Tumours in their bitches and the 

majority of those were bitches that had been bred from
● There was no difference in the incidence of heart conditions between pet and show-

owned Dachshunds
● Pet owners were twice as likely to report cases of Cushings Disease and three times 

more likely to report Diabetes than show owners
● Pet owners were twice as likely to report allergy-related problems
● Pet-owned Dachshunds had twice as many back disease problems reported as 

show-owned Dachshunds
● Pet owners were five times more likely to report Epilepsy than show owners
● Show-owned bitches were twice as likely to have False Pregnancies reported than 

pet-owned bitches
● Pet-owned male Dachshunds were twice as likely to be Monorchids
● Pet owners were more likely than show owners to say that their Dachshund had 

some degree of behavioural or temperament problem

The inclusion of a high number of pet-owner reports in Dachs-Life 2012 has been a really 
useful addition to the overall picture we have obtained on the health of Dachshunds in the 
UK.  

For those people breeding Dachshunds and selling them to pet homes, it is important to 
ensure potential buyers are fully aware of the health issues that can affect the breed and on 
how to rear them and keep them fit, healthy and mentally stimulated.  It is also important that 
pet buyers understand that some Dachshunds can be difficult to house-train and that, 
temperamentally, they are probably not going to be as easy to train as a gundog.  

The Breed Council has published several introductory guides which can be downloaded from 
our website, giving advice to current and potential Dachshund owners.
Buying     a     Dachshund   Owning     a     Dachshund   
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