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A2 Assessments and Mentoring article in the Kennel Gazette

Ian Seath (Breed Council  Chairman) 
and  Helen  Geeson  (Education 
Coordinator)  were  asked to  write  an 
article  about  our  approach  to  using 
the  Kennel  Club’s  A2  Assessment 
Process.  The article is reproduced on 
our website, here.

This  includes  an  update  on  our 
Mentoring Scheme (run by Helen) and 
we have a new web-page explaining 
all about the Scheme here.  

If you're interested in being mentored, or in offering your services as a mentor, 
please contact Helen.
________________________________________________________________

If you have been 
sent a copy of 

this, but aren't on 
our mailing list,  
please click the 

image link below.

 
Judging Lists 2013

All judges currently on our A Lists have been written 
to for confirmation that they wish to remain on the A 
List.  

They have also been provided with a copy of our 
abbreviated guide to the Breed Standard which can 
also be downloaded here.

The deadline for replies is 31st December 2012.  Anyone who has not replied will 
not be included on the 2013 Judging Lists.  

Judges who have apparently failed to provide critiques for the dog press have 
also been contacted and will also not be included on the 2013 lists unless they 
can confirm a critique was submitted to the dog press.  Critiques are a KC 
requirement and are part of a judge's contract.

You can download our guide to critique-writing here.  Exhibitors look forward to 
reading a judge's critique; not only of their dog, but also others present.  They 
draw conclusions about a judge's competence and integrity from the critique; can 
the judge explain their placings in relation to the Breed Standard and do the 
descriptions match what everyone else believed they saw from the ringside? 
[“Was I at the same show as this judge?”]

Read our guide to understand what is required by the dog press and to see some 
examples of good and bad critiques [“nice head and eye”!!!].

 ________________________________________________________________

http://dachshundbreedcouncil.files.wordpress.com/2010/04/critique-writing-an-introduction-v2.pdf
http://dachshundbreedcouncil.files.wordpress.com/2010/04/critique-writing-an-introduction-v2.pdf
http://dachshundbreedcouncil.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/breed-standard-quick-guide-v5.pdf
mailto:helen@abydachs.co.uk?subject=DBC%20Mentoring%20Scheme%20Enquiry
http://dachshundbreedcouncil.wordpress.com/judging-criteria/mentoring-scheme/
http://dachshundbreedcouncil.wordpress.com/2012/12/03/a2-assessments-an-article-for-the-kennel-gazette/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dGJheTBMQUdZTnlKblRkdTBJczZMdlE6MQ


KC Assured Breeder Scheme

Did you know that one of the Rules of the KC's Assured 
Breeder Scheme says that "Assured Breeders must... - 
Participate in any health survey or reasonable health initiative 
in their breed(s)"?

Our Health website has an online Health Reporting section 
where you can submit details of any health problems 
diagnosed in your Dachshund(s), or report a death.

Currently, we receive an average of 7 reports each month and 
these all help us build a picture of the priorities we need to focus on. 
Unsurprisingly, IVDD (back disease) is the number one problem reported and 
accounts for 26% of all reports.  This is followed by Cancers and Tumours at 9% 
and Non-spinal Neurological conditions (e.g. Epilepsy and Lafora Disease) at 8%.

Whether or not you're an ABS member, please help us to continue to gather data 
on Dachshund Health.  We're particularly interested in gathering reports of 
causes of death, including “old age”.
________________________________________________________________

Dachshunds in the News

Jasper the Dachshund made the national press with his 
amazing recovery from a spine injury, as part of a research 
programme being carried out by Cambridge University Vet 
School.

The full paper describing the project is available here.  The 
research team is currently looking for funding to conduct the 
next stage of the programme, which it is hoped, will be of 
benefit to people who have suffered spinal injuries.

We have been in contact with the research team to offer help in recruiting further 
Dachshunds if they need them.
________________________________________________________________

   

Breeding better dogs

If you're interested in reading about dog breeding then a visit  
to www.breedingbetterdogs.com will lead you to a wide range 
of articles on topics such as:

 Breadth of a pedigree  
 Founder's effect  
 Breeding skill  
 Choosing the right sire  

As with lots of information that's “out there” on the internet, 
you may not agree with everything written.  The author is Dr. 

Carmen Battaglia, a Director of the American Kennel Club.
________________________________________________________________

The influence of Inbreeding on litter size

This is taken from an abstract of a 2005 research paper:  

In a German study, factors influencing the litter size of puppies and the number 
and the proportion of stillborn puppies per litter were analysed in Standard sized 
German Dachshunds. 

Data  were  available  for  litters  registered  from  1987  to  2002  in  the  German 

http://europepmc.org/abstract/MED/15803761/reload=2;jsessionid=6QEchpnpARtzZYfZPZhG.6
http://breedingbetterdogs.com/pdfFiles/articles/choosing-the-right-sire.pdf
http://breedingbetterdogs.com/pdfFiles/articles/breeders.skills.pdf
http://breedingbetterdogs.com/pdfFiles/articles/founder_effect.pdf
http://breedingbetterdogs.com/pdfFiles/articles/breadth_of_pedigree.pdf
http://www.breedingbetterdogs.com/
http://brain.oxfordjournals.org/content/135/11/3227.full
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-20365355
https://sites.google.com/site/ukdachshundhealthreport/report-on-your-dachshund


Dachshund kennel club. The records studied here contained 42,855 litters. The 
mean litter size was 5.22 +/- 2.01 puppies. The proportion of puppies born dead 
per litter was 6.6%. The age of dam, the puppy's year and month of birth, the hair 
type and the inbreeding coefficients of the puppies, the sire and the dam were 
significant on the litter size and the number and the proportion of puppies born 
dead. 

The litter size decreased and the percentage of puppies born dead increased with 
increasing inbreeding coefficients of the puppies, dams and sires. The increase of 
the inbreeding coefficient of the puppies by 1% led to a 0.06% higher percentage 
of puppies born dead per litter. The increase of the inbreeding coefficients of the 
dam and the sire by 1% resulted in 0.02% and 0.007% higher percentages of  
puppies born dead. Young and older dams had smaller litter size than middle-
aged dams. The percentage of puppies born dead per litter increased with an 
increasing age of the dam. 

Gresky C, Hamann H, Distl O
Institut  für  Tierzucht  und  Vererbungsforschung,Tierärztliche  Hochschule 
Hannover.
Berliner und Munchener Tierarztliche Wochenschrift [2005, 118(3-4):134-139]

To  read  more  about  Genetic  Diversity  and  Inbreeding,  visit  this  page on  our 
Health Website.

You can also find an analysis of average UK Dachshund litter sizes since 1990 in 
our 2011 Annual Health Report.
________________________________________________________________

VetCompass

The  Royal  Veterinary  College  (RVC),  in 
collaboration with the University of Sydney, is 
undertaking  a  UK-wide  long-term  study  of 
small animal disease. The aims of this project, 
called  VetCompass,  are  to  investigate  the 

range  and  frequency  of  small  animal  health  problems  seen  by  veterinary 
surgeons working in general practice in the United Kingdom and highlight major 
risk factors for these conditions.

They are doing this through the routine capture of first opinion clinical data via 
electronic patient  records held with  veterinary practices’ Practice Management 
Systems (PMSs).

Because VetCompass collects data over time and now is approaching 3 years of 
collection, the database can give robust vet-diagnosed health statistics. It  can 
also follow disorders over time to evaluate outcomes. 

There are currently 232,000 dogs in the project's database, of which 2,200 are 
Dachshunds (just under 1%).  Unfortunately, nearly a quarter of these are not 
categorised as one of our six varieties; the list includes “Teckels”, “Standards”, 
“Miniatures” and “Dachshunds”.

Roger  Sainsbury  (Health  Sub-committee  Chairman)  and  Ian  Seath  (Breed 
Council  Chairman)  hope  to  meet  with  Dan  O'Neill  the  VetCompass  Project 
Manager in the New Year to discuss how we might collaborate to set up a breed 
health research project.

________________________________________________________________
Season's Greetings

http://www.rvc.ac.uk/vetcompass/
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnx1a2RhY2hzaHVuZGhlYWx0aHJlcG9ydHxneDoyZDVjZmVjZjBlYWY5MjZk
https://sites.google.com/site/ukdachshundhealthreport/health-plans/genetics-and-diversity


We would like to wish all our readers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

Finally, we would also like to thank everyone who has supported the work of the 
Breed Council during 2012, particularly all those who participated in our Dachs-
Life 2012 Health Survey and made it such a success.
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