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Chairman's Introduction

2012 has seen some good progress in Health and Welfare, which I am sure, will continue into 2013.  

During the first three months of 2012 we conducted the Dachs-Life Health survey, which had an excellent 
response.  Over 1500 forms were submitted, giving us a very useful picture of the health of our Dachshunds 
(show dogs and pets) and the range and number of the conditions that affect them.  Looking at the results of 
this we can see confirmation of ideas about the health of our Dachshunds, the importance of back problems, 
for instance, but it also highlighted some conditions that need further investigation – heart disease in 
Standard Wires and epilepsy in Mini Longs, for instance.

During the year further headway was made in tackling a number of conditions, notably progressive retinal 
atrophy (PRA) in Mini Longs and also in Mini Smooths and Mini Wires.  A substantial reduction in the 
number of Mini Longs with the PRA mutation is now evident.  Good progress is also being made in the 
other two breeds, where the scheme has not been going so long. 

Work to develop genetic testing for mutations likely to be involved in intervertebral disc disease in 
Dachshunds is under way at the Animal Health Trust (AHT).   Samples for genetic testing have been taken 
from Dachshunds over 12 years of age with no back problems and these will be compared with samples 
currently being taken from affected dogs.  If significant genetic differences are found these will hopefully 
form the basis for a genetic test to identify ‘at risk’ Dachshunds.

A new and interesting technique, thermal imaging, is also being looked at to see if this will be useful in 
helping with the early identification of Dachshunds at risk of back conditions.  

Progress in testing for Lafora Disease has been rather slower than had been hoped due to unforeseen 
problems with the technique, particularly for saliva testing.  This work is now being undertaken in Toronto, 
and recent news from there has been encouraging – hopefully these problems will be overcome in the New 
Year.

Thanks are due to the Committee members for their contributions, particularly Ian Seath for his enthusiasm 
and ideas  - and keeping us all at it.

I hope that you will find our fourth annual Health Report useful and informative.

Roger Sainsbury

BVM&S MRCVS
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1. Leadership

1.1 Health and Welfare Sub-committee
The Breed Council represents the interests of eighteen UK Dachshund Breed Clubs and has appointed a 
Health and Welfare Sub-committee to develop policies and coordinate plans for breed health improvement.

Members of the Sub-committee are Roger Sainsbury BVM&S MRCVS (Chairman), Helen Geeson, Charles 
Hipkin, Sue Holt, Nora Price, Gina Salisbury, Ian Seath, Valerie Skinner and Judy Squires.  In addition, Gill 
Key and Emma Newman are Pet Advisors to the Sub-committee.

Lesley McNaughton retired from the Sub-committee during 2012 and we thank her for her contribution. 
Charles Hipkin, Sue Holt, Nora Price and Gina Salisbury were appointed to the Sub-committee by the Breed 
Council at their October meeting.

Other Clubs and individuals take the lead on specific projects within our Health Plan; for example the 
Wirehaired Dachshund Club leads on Lafora Disease and the Miniature Dachshund Club leads on cord1 
PRA and Distichiasis.

In September 2012, Roger Sainsbury attended the Kennel Club's Health Coordinator Seminar, to represent 
the Breed Council.  Ian Seath also attended, as a speaker.

H&W Sub-committee contact details can be found here. 

1.2 Pet Advisors' Report
Prepared by Gill Key & Emma Newman:

Over the course of 2012 both Emma and Gill have 
continued to work to help raise awareness of health and 
welfare issues within the pet community through being 
involved in events and groups around the country, where 
they have been able to engage with pet owners. In summary 
this included:

• Attending Dachshund UN in Birmingham in April  
• With own dogs, representing the breed on the stand at Discover Dogs in November, providing 

specific advice and guidance to prospective purchasers re health and welfare
• Helping on the dachshund stand at the London Pet Show in May 
• Attending various showing events around the country
• Organising walks and attending walks organized by other dachshund owners 
• Monitoring, starting and responding to various postings, including health related questions, on social 

networking sites such as the Dachshund Forum, Pets4Homes and various Dachshund Groups on 
Facebook

• Maintaining Laforadogs.org website
• Supporting pet-owners who had a diagnosis or suspected diagnosis of Lafora
• Representing the interests of pet owners during Lafora Sub-Committee discussions about the 

practicalities and financing current and future Lafora testing
• Conducting research amongst owners of Lafora affected dogs (see separate report at 

www.laforadogs.org) to better understand the impact on both owners and dogs; progression of the 
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The Dachshund Breed Council

disease and veterinary diagnosis (only one vet within responder owners actually recognised the 
possibility of a Lafora diagnosis)

• Currently working with Clare Rusbridge on further collection of data/analysis

Dachs-Life 2012 Survey:
Health conditions reporting
Around one third of the 1464 respondents to the Dachs-Life 2012 survey were from pet owners rather than 
showers. This result must reflect success in DBC publicity campaigns, particularly via social media groups 
such as Forums, Facebook and gatherings focusing on pet owners (such as Dachshunds in London walks and 
the Dachshund UN event in Birmingham) to raise awareness of the importance of health and welfare.

Pet owners reported significantly more conditions present in their dogs in comparison to show owners, with 
IVDD (2x more likely), Epilepsy (5x more likely), and Patellar Luxation (10 x more likely to be reported).
These statistics have raised alarm and a certain cynicism amongst some pet owners, raising the question that 
some breeders/show-ers could have chosen not to report conditions that have either a known or possible 
inherited component that might affect the sale of puppies from their line in the future.

Suggestion 1: Given that respondents provided the Kennel Names for their dogs, mining the data 
further research links between pedigree lines and the main health priorities: IVDD and Lafora, and 
indeed, given the above results, epilepsy in a wider context and patellar luxation, may prove fruitful.

Temperament reporting
Dachs-Life 2012 also produced a marked difference in temperament reporting between pet owners and show 
owners. Pet owners were more likely to report their dogs as often excitable, barked excessively, were 
aggressive towards people or dogs, or were not reliably house-trained. They also showed more signs of 
nervousness or separation anxiety.  Whilst once again, some breeders may choose not to report such issues, 
an element is also likely to be the result of inexperienced/indulgent owners inadvertently allowing such habits 
to develop. Once again this underlines the importance of providing pet owners with a reliable source of 
advice and guidance. 

Social Media:
The Dachshund Forum, re-launched in 2009, has been a great medium for providing support and a wealth of 
information and support for new/inexperienced pet owners faced with problems for the first time: house 
training, barking, aggression, dealing with off-lead dogs/dangers when walking, buying puppies being the 
most frequent topics raised and tackled. 

A huge amount of hard work, time and effort went into setting up the Forum and is continued on a daily 
basis. 
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As technology changes, the trend towards mobile apps etc. makes access to on-line opinion forums such as 
Facebook and other sharing sites easier. There is a general move within the pet community away from private 
on-line Forums and towards the more public medium of Facebook and the various Dachshund focused 
groups hosted on there. Convenience and habit are a big factor in this change. Popular social networking 
facilities like Facebook put a huge resource into mobile optimization and usability of their sites, and it is 
impossible for specialist interest groups, such as the Forum, to do the same. However, it may be possible to 
follow their example and adapt in order to improve traffic and thereby enhance its use as an information 
medium. 

The Dachshund Forum currently has 544 registered members, although a significant proportion of these have 
never actually posted. Compare that with the Dachshund Forum Facebook group that has a staggering 3,334 
‘likes’. The implication is that there could be many pet owners who are accessing the information posted on 
the Forum as ‘guests’ and suggests that it still has great potential as a medium for providing advice and 
support. The DBC Facebook page has 921 ‘likes’ and Dachshunds in London and Dachshunds Anonymous 
(‘closed membership’ groups) have 675 and 448 members respectively. Many pet owners are members of 
multiple Dachshund related Facebook groups and forums. Postings on Facebook are a mixture of typical 
Dachshund amusing antics mixed with requests for advice/guidance on health and welfare matters. There are 
several implications of this. A significant downside of this trend is that there is a fracturing of groups, making 
it a bigger task both to monitor posts and provide high quality information for pet owners. There is less 
structure across the groups, compared to the Forum, which has clearly defined ‘topics’ covering health and 
welfare; behaviour, breeding etc., which means it is much more difficult for concerned owners to search and 
find information and support on Facebook.  

Suggestions: 
2. Use the Dachshund Forum Website Traffic Analysis site to identify where the traffic is 

coming from (via Club sites, the DBC site, Google search etc.) and through what medium 
(mobile/tablet or PC). This will inform any decision on next steps, e.g. improving mobile 
optimisation of the Forum. 

3. Investigate building in Facebook integration to the Forum via a plug-in, so that threads on 
the Forum will be shown as ‘likes’ on Facebook, thus alerting pet owners to interesting 
information. 

4. Encourage a core of active Facebook users to post more frequently on the Dachshund 
Forum Facebook group in order to raise the profile.
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1.3 Health Fund
The year-end balance in the Health Fund was £2100.

We are particularly grateful to the Dachshund Club for their support.  In 2012 they auctioned a Dachshund 
model at their Championship Show and launched a “Small Change Challenge” which will run until 
November 2013. Thanks, in advance, to all 60 people who are participating in the Small Change Challenge.

Any cheques (payable to Dachshund Breed Council - Health Fund) can be sent to the Treasurer: Mrs K 
Herrington, 5 Linden Close, Huntington, York YO3 9RQ.

During 2012, the Kennel Club Charitable Trust made a second instalment payment (£5000) to support the 
Lafora Research programme and we are grateful to them for their continuing support. The Lafora Fund is 
managed by the Wirehaired Dachshund Club and received a donation of £1000 from the West of England 
DA. Again, we wish to thank WEDA for their generosity in supporting this research. Breed Club donations 
to this research have totalled approximately £19,000 and a further £5,000 was donated by the Wirehaired 
Dachshund Trust Fund.
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2. Planning

2.1 Breed Health Improvement Strategy
Our Breed Health Improvement Strategy is much broader than simply focusing on health conditions that 
affect Dachshunds.  It comprises our approach to Leadership, Planning and Engagement as well.

Our priority activities for 2012, listed in our previous Health Report, were as follows:

 Back Disease (IVDD): 

◦ identify and collect samples from clinically “Affected” dogs for the DNA research programme

◦ agree the research approach and funding required by the AHT

 Lafora Disease:

◦ continue to promote and roll-out the Lafora Screening Programme

◦ publish the results of all dogs tested, together with advice for owners and breeders

 Eye Disease:

◦ promote the use of clinical eye examinations in addition to the use of DNA screening

 Dachs-Life 2012 Survey:

◦ analyse the results received from the Survey and publish the key findings

◦ use the data to inform and update current Health Plans

 Breed Conference:

◦ run an educational event to provide Dachshund owners with the latest information on breed 
health

 Buyer Education:

◦ identify ways to improve the availability of breed health information on commercial puppy sales 
websites

 Communication:

◦ provide regular updates on the work of the Breed Council, using a variety of on-line and off-line 
channels/media

Many people reading this Annual Report will probably have visited our Health website and viewed the 
explanations of our current Health Plans.  We use the GISID* scoring tool to assess the severity of diseases, 
which helps us decide how high a priority each condition should be, in combination with what we know 
about disease prevalence.  

[* GISID: Generic Illness Severity Index for Dogs.  Proposed by Asher et al 2009.  0 = Low Severity, 16 = High Severity.]  
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We also have a framework for tracking the progress we are making with each disease.  An example for Back 
Disease (IVDD) is shown below: 

You can find a slide-show summarising our current plans at our Health website: here.  This includes progress 
matrices (as shown above) for:

 IVDD

 Lafora Disease (MWHD)

 cord1 PRA (MLHD, MSHD, MWHD)

 Heart Disease (WHD)

 Epilepsy (MLHD)

 Diabetes (SHD)

 Distichiasis (MLHD)
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2.2 Health Surveillance
The major focus of our health surveillance in 2012 was our Dachs-Life 2012 Survey.  This achieved a 
response of more than 1500 forms; well above our expectations. It was particularly pleasing to receive about a 
third of the responses from people outside the breed club and show community, who simply have 
Dachshunds as pets.

Three reports have been published, from the data:

 An initial analysis of all the health conditions reported (available on-line here)

 A report on behaviour and temperament (available on-line here)

 A comparison of the responses of “pet” and “show” owners (available on-line here)

Some further analysis of IVDD will also be published in 2013.

It is not the intention of this Annual Report to repeat the results of Dachs-Life 2012; suffice it to say that the 
results have helped confirm our existing priorities and highlight further work to be done.  The main report 
ended with this summary:

1. Back Disease is the number one issue we need to address and our research programme with the 
Animal Health Trust is a key part of that.
◦ The prevalence of back problems in dogs over the age of 5, particularly in the Smooth, Mini 

Smooth and Mini Wire varieties is a particular concern.
◦ The fact that the other three varieties have lower rates of back disease is encouraging and may 

help provide a DNA differentiator which will be of use to us. 
2. Heart Disease in Standard Wires is an issue that is significantly more prevalent than in the other 

varieties.  It may be sensible to reinstate the WHDC Cardiac Screening programme.
3. Epilepsy in Mini Longs is significantly more prevalent than in any of the other varieties.  This has 

been mentioned anecdotally, but we now have quantified evidence of a problem that needs to be 
investigated further.
◦ The previous worries about Epilepsy in Wires appears no longer to be a concern.

4. Lafora Disease in Mini Wires is already being addressed by the WHDC Screening Programme and 
will continue to be a priority until we can be confident that Affected puppies are no longer being 
bred.

5. All the Miniature varieties suffer from eye diseases to a greater extent than the Standards.  Clinical 
eye testing (preferably annually) should become the norm for all six varieties.
◦ A research programme into Distichiasis in Mini Longs is currently being planned.

6. Compared with many other breeds, cancer is not a major issue in Dachshunds.  Mammary 
Tumours are the only form of cancer highlighted in our survey and it may be useful to investigate 
this further to identify age of onset and the impact of spaying.

7. It was interesting to note a small number of cases of Patellar Luxation in the Miniature Smooth 
and Miniature Long varieties which may also be worth investigating further with a research 
screening exercise using the established Putnam 1968 method (which does not require 
anaesthesia). 

Our on-line Health Survey continues to provide a source of useful data on Dachshund health issues and we 
receive an average of 7 reports each month.  While this is not a huge number, it does enable us to track 
recurring problems and also record causes of death.  After three years and 250 submitted reports (96 up from 
2011), the picture emerging largely confirms our current Health Plan priorities. The top 5 reported conditions 
remain the same as in 2011 and we are averaging 1.25 conditions reported per dog.
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 Back disease is the number one issue 
reported by owners (26 new cases) and 
was also No. 1 in 2011

 Cancers and Tumours are the second 
highest reported category this year (15 
new cases in 2012), with Mammary 
Tumours being most commonly 
reported

 Epilepsy and Lafora Disease are in the 
third highest reported category of 
conditions, albeit with no new cases 
reported in 2012

 Heart disease (4 new cases) and skin conditions complete the top five categories

Back Disease:

Neurological Conditions (non-spinal):

Cardiac Disorders:
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Cancers and Tumours:

Dermatological:

Dachshund Longevity:

The Kennel Club's 2004 Health Survey reported a median age of death of 12.7 (from 245 reported deaths). 
The Dachs-Life 2012 median age of death was 11.8 (from 27 dogs who died between Jan. 1st and Mar 31st).  

The following data are from our on-line health reports of 110 dogs who have died since Jan. 2010 (for 
conditions where there are 5 or more reports):

 The median age of death for “old age” reports was 14.5 (8 dogs, oldest = 18)

 The median age of death due to Cardiac conditions was 10.0 (17 dogs)

 The median age of death due to Hepatic system conditions was 11.8 (5 dogs)

 The median age of death due to IVDD conditions was 5.0 (34 dogs)

 The median age of death due to Neurological (non-IVDD) conditions was 9.0 (9 dogs)

 The median age of death due to Cancer conditions was 11.0 (17 dogs)

The histogram below shows the age of death profile for IVDD deaths (27%) and all other causes (83%).
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2.3 Partners in Health Improvement
For many of the conditions that we need to address, it is necessary to seek specialist advice from outside the 
Breed Council and Clubs.  We therefore work in partnership with specialists from the Animal Health Trust, 
Kennel Club and others, as necessary.

During 2012 we have continued work with the AHT to develop our project to investigate the possibility of 
creating a DNA test related to back disease (see below IVDD).  We have also initiated a research study using 
Thermal Imaging which will start in early 2013, with the support of Anna Schumann from Veterinary 
Thermal Imaging UK. This will examine the potential value of thermal imaging as a means of identifying 
healthy backs.  We are also in contact with the research team at Cambridge University who are looking at 
stem cell research for spinal injuries.

The development of the Lafora DNA test has continued, primarily in discussion with Dr. Minassian's lab in 
Canada, but also with Centogene in Germany.  Dr. Clare Rusbridge has continued to provide support and 
advice in relation to Lafora Disease and, towards the end of 2012, has been working with us to develop a 
Progressive Study of affected dogs.

We have planned a Distichiasis Screening Programme for Mini Long-haired Dachshunds with the help of 
Prof. Sheila Crispin. The initial research will be carried out at the Miniature DC Championship Show in 
February 2013 and will be offered free to all exhibitors.  

We have also sought advice from geneticists to help inform our decisions on amending the lists of KC 
Registration Colours. 

There are two veterinary data collection projects under way in the UK; SAVSNET run by the BSAVA and 
VetCompass, run by the RVC. Both of these are collecting health data based on vet practice consultations. 
We have made contact with the two Project Managers and plan to meet with them in 2013 to identify how we 
can help build and use their Dachshund databases.  Both of these projects have the potential to provide us 
with a step-change increase in the amount of data available to us. For example, VetCompass currently has 
records of around 2,200 Dachshunds.

The Breed Council's Health and Welfare Sub-committee continues to build relationships with other breeds' 
Health Coordinators in order to share experience and learn from each other's work.  For example, we have 
shared our on-line health survey template with two other breeds in 2012 and we were pleased to have Great 
Dane and Cavalier breeders attend our Health Conference in April.  Ian Seath and Judy Squires have also met 
with the English Springer Spaniel Health Coordinators (ESS being another breed with cord1 PRA).

The Breed Council has also shared its on-line health survey template (developed in Google Docs) with a 
number of other breeds who wish to launch their own health surveys.

We invited Philippa Robinson to speak at our Health Conference in 2012, so she could explain her 
KarltonIndex and why the Dachshund community had scored so highly.  Philippa also challenged us to look 
at further improvement opportunities.  Dr. Ron James (a vet and member of the Kennel Club General 
committee) was also a speaker at the conference, along with Helen Geeson (who spoke about the genetics of 
Dachshund Coats and Colours, and Claudia Busse and Elsa Beltran, both from the AHT (speaking about Eye 
Disease and Epilepsy, respectively).  All the presentations are available here and there is a DVD as well.

The Breed Council also accepted an offer of a Health Seminar from the Dick White Charitable Trust and this 
took place in October 2012.  A report on this seminar is available here.  Income from this event enabled us to 
make donations to the Dick White Charitable Foundation and to the Breed Council's Health Fund.
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2.4 Communications
We have three key groups of people with whom we have to communicate effectively:

 Breed Club members (who have agreed to abide by our Code of Ethics)

 Breeders who are not members of Breed Clubs (and who probably represent about 80% of the 
Dachshund breeders with litters listed in the KC's Breed Records Supplement)

 Owners and potential owners of Dachshunds

We have continued to develop our approach to communications, particularly the use of on-line groups.

Our Facebook page has grown from 690 followers at the end of 2011, to 918 at the end of 2012 (an increase 
of 33%).  We also share news items in 8 Facebook Groups.

Our Health website has doubled the number of unique visitors compared with 2011 and is currently 
averaging around 700 visitors per month (based on a 3 month moving average).  In the week after Crufts the 
site had double the number of visitors compared to previous weeks and we had 435 unique visitors for the 
month of March (cf. 500 in Mar. 2011). Interestingly, January and September recorded particularly high hit 
rates (776, 952 respectively).

We placed an advert in the Breed Club section of Your Dog Magazine (October) and this was on the shelves 
in early September.  An analysis of the impact of this shows:

 Visits to www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk increased by 41% in the 5 weeks after the advert came 
out compared with the prior 5 weeks (the prior period was August, but it's also up on May-July)

 Visits to www.dachshundhealth.org.uk increased by 66% compared with the average for June-August

 Visits to "Buying a Dachshund" on our health site increased by 46% compared with the previous 2 
months

 Visits to "Owning a Dachshund" increased by 100% (i.e. doubled) compared with the previous 2 
months

 Visits to "A-Z of Dachshund Health" increased by 54% compared with the previous 2 months
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Your Dog is the sort of magazine that sits in vet surgery waiting rooms for several months, so we are hoping 
the effect will persist over a longer period, but overall it looks like it was a worthwhile investment in raising 
awareness of Dachshunds among potential owners.

Visits to the Breed Council's website have increased by 45% in 2012 compared with 2011 and are now 
running at a monthly average of just over 2100.

Once again the Midland Dachshund Association planned 
and organised the Dachshund booths at Discover Dogs 
run in conjunction with Crufts.  The Southern DA 
organised the London Pet Show and Discover Dogs 
London.  We are extremely grateful to all the people who 
helped make all these events so successful, by bringing the 
dogs and sharing their expertise with members of the 
public.  In preparation for Discover Dogs (London, 
November 2012) we created a QR Code to enable people 
with a smartphone to download our free e-book on 
“Buying and Owning a Dachshund” directly from the 
website.  We don't have data on the number of copies 
downloaded, but we do know that the number of visits to our “Buying a Dachshund” web-page increased by 
15% in the week after the November Discover Dogs.

Our website was awarded Third Prize in the Hound 
Group in the Dog World/Midland Counties Breed 
Website Awards 2012.

Our Newsletter has been published every month 
during 2012 and now reaches a mailing list of 
751 people (up from 440 at the end of 2011). 
On average, there have been 20 new subscribers 
to the Newsletter, signing-up each month.

Details of the Newsletter and download links are 
also posted on numerous social networking 
groups.

Various articles and news items have been 
produced for, and published in, Dachshund 
Breed Club Newsletters throughout the year.  

www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk                               15                      www.dachshundhealth.org.uk

http://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/
http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/


The Dachshund Breed Council

3. Breed Health Improvement
None of what we have reported on Leadership, Planning and Communication matters if we don't actually 
achieve real health improvements that benefit the breed.  In this section of the Report we will summarise 
what's been happening and what's been achieved with each of our priority health conditions and others that 
are on our “Watch List”.

3.1 Intervertebral Disc Disease (IVDD – Back Disease)
Back disease is reported to affect up to 1 in 4 Dachshunds.  This may range from relatively mild symptoms 
that can be cured with cage rest and anti-inflammatory drugs, through to paralysis which may require surgery, 
or in the worst cases, euthanasia.  It is therefore the single most important issue for us to address.

During 2011 we began the first stages of a 
research programme in conjunction with the 
AHT to see if we can identify a DNA test 
that might help identify IVDD risk.  Our 
initial task to recruit 50 Dachshunds over the 
age of 12 that had never suffered from a 
back problem, however minor, began in 
2011.  We advertised on our Facebook page 
and in our Newsletter for dogs and 
requested a small donation (£10) to cover 
the AHT's costs.  This exercise was repeated in 2012 to add to the required number of “control” samples. 
Dr. Cathryn Mellersh met with the Danish researcher who had published the Genome-Wide Association 
Study in Dachshunds (publ. 2011), in order to share our plans and identify opportunities to cooperate.

In 2012 we began collecting swab samples from dogs in the 4-7 age range who have had surgery as a result of 
a herniated disc.  Samples are being collected from dogs undergoing surgery at the AHT and Dr. Clare 
Rusbridge's practice in Surrey.  These will form the “Affected” samples.

We have mentioned earlier in this report that we have also initiated 
a study into the potential value of using Thermal Imaging to assess 
the health of Dachshunds' backs.  This follows discussions with 
Anna Schumann of Veterinary Thermal Imaging UK. The first 
imaging session will take place at the Southern DA Championship 
show in January 2013, where we plan to take images of as many 
Smooth and Mini Smooth dogs as possible.

We hope the study may be able to identify the differences between 
healthy and unhealthy backs.  A similar study in French Bulldogs 
has shown some encouraging results, but it is still in its early stages.

If the study proves successful, it may provide us with a way of 
identifying “at risk” dogs and therefore influence whether or not 
they are used in breeding programmes.
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During 2012 a Cambridge University research team announced a breakthrough in the treatment of spinal 
injuries and  Jasper the Dachshund made the national press with his amazing recovery from a spine injury, as 
part of this research.

IVDD Prevalence Data:

As a result of our Dachs-Life 2012 Survey we now have 
good prevalence data for IVDD in the UK. The table on the 
right shows the IVDD prevalence for each variety of 
Dachshund, split into four age-bands.  
There was no difference in the prevalence of Back Disease 
between Dogs and Bitches.  Although we can identify the 
prevalence of back disease in our sample, we do not know the 
age of onset or diagnosis for any of these reports.

The average age of Smooths with IVDD - Back was 8.3.  For Longs it was 11.5. For Wires it was 9.0.  The 
average age of Mini Smooths with IVDD - Back was 7.9, for Mini Longs it was 9.9 and Mini Wires it was 9.5.

For Smooth and Mini Smooth Dachshunds over the age of 5, and Mini Wires over the age of 10, the figures 
are much closer to those typically quoted in the veterinary research into IVDD (i.e. that 20-25% of 
Dachshunds will suffer some degree of back disease during their lives).  

There are quite interesting differences between the six varieties which we hope might tie in with the variations 
found in the Chromosome 12 research published in 2011.  

We also analysed the reports of Back Disease to see if there was any difference between pet and show owned 
Dachshunds:

Intervertebral Disc 
Disease (Back)

Sex: Pet Show Grand Total

Bitch 16 25 41

 Dog 23 10 33

Intervertebral Disc 
Disease (Back) Total

39 35 74

 
The data above show that pet-owned Dachshunds (39/465 = 8%) are twice as likely to suffer from back 
problems as show-owned ones (35/868 = 4%).  The difference is statistically significant.

There appears to be no difference in the age profiles of pet or show-owned Dachshunds with back disease 
although there are more elderly pet-owned Dachshunds with the problem than show-owned ones.

Advice for breeders:

IVDD is clearly one of the serious health conditions where breeders should not knowingly breed from 
bitches, or use dogs at stud, if it is likely that their puppies will be affected by IVDD.  Our Code of Ethics 
Guidance makes this clear.

Download the Breed Council's information sheet on IVDD here.
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3.2 Lafora Disease
At the end of 2010 we reported the completion of the Wirehaired Dachshund 
Club's (WHDC) test screening programme which identified approx. 10% of 
Miniature Wirehaired Dachshunds (MWHDs) carrying two copies of the Lafora 
EPM2B mutation (i.e. “Affected”).  The other 90% of dogs tested were classified as 
“Not Affected”, but could either be “Clear” or “Carriers”.

As a result, the WHDC agreed to proceed with the implementation of a programme 
to make a full Clear/Carrier/Affected test available.  We identified a laboratory in 
Germany (Centogene) that offered Carrier testing for the human form of Lafora 
Disease and contracted with them to carry out screening for UK MWHDs.

The announcement of this programme was well-supported by MWHD breeders in 2011 and well over 200 
samples were submitted for analysis.  The initial batch of samples confirmed the prevalence found in the 
2010 results, with 10% of dogs being “Affected”.  Unfortunately, Centogene were unable to isolate the Clears 
from the Carriers in the majority of samples and were therefore only able to report “Not affected” for the 
other 90% of samples.

During 2012 we have been working with Dr. Minassian's lab in Canada to find a way to perfect the Carrier 
test.  A batch of blood and saliva samples was analysed and the lab was able to differentiate between Clear 
and Carrier results.  At the end of December 2012 Dr. Minassian's lab was still working on the test method in 
order to come up with a viable and efficient method for conducting the necessary tests, for the high volume 
of samples we expect to need to test.

Overall, testing has identified 28 affected from a sample of 261, which is an incidence of 10.7%

The trial sample of 41 tests sent to Canada, showed an incidence of:

 3 affected (7.1%)

 10 carriers (23.8%)

 28 clear (66.6%)

Clearly, the delay is very frustrating for all concerned, but we have to recognise this is a particularly complex 
test, due to the nature of the Lafora mutation (which appears as a variable number of repeats in the DNA 
sequence).

Those people that have submitted tests to Centogene and not received any result, will be the first to be 
invited to re-submit blood and saliva samples as soon as Canada tell us they are ready to receive them. 
Following that, all those who received an affected / unaffected result from Centogene and would like a full 
spectrum result (affected / unaffected / carrier) will be invited in batches to submit new samples for testing 
in Canada.  There will be no charge to people for the above as they have already paid for full spectrum tests. 
The additional costs will be taken from existing funds.  People will be invited via email, telephone or letter as 
soon as Canada are ready to receive samples.

Going forward, tests will be charged at the subsidised rate as long as funds allow, at which point, people will 
have to pay the full cost as charged by the Canadian laboratory.  Although this price has not yet been finally 
confirmed, we expect that to be in line with the original costs agreed with Centogene.

Full disclosure of the test results and details of tested dogs' Sire/Dam is a condition of consent when opting 
to use the WHDC's subsidised test and was also one of the requirements of the KC Charitable Trust when 
they made their grant to the Club.  The WHDC website has a summary of the results received from Canada 
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in 2010 and Centogene in 2011.  This includes details of Clear, Carrier and Affected dogs, plus details of the 
genotypes from pedigree analysis, where possible.

Towards the end of 2012, Gill Key (Pet Advisor to the Breed Council) conducted a series of surveys into the 
symptoms and progression of Lafora Disease.  The results are published at www.laforadogs.org .

Some of the key findings are as follows:

 Nearly 72% of those surveyed reported the age of onset of first symptoms was between 5-8 years old, 
with a mean age of onset of 7 years, 1 month

 When symptoms first started, only 1 vet recognised that they may be related to Lafora

 100% of owners of dogs with Lafora symptoms reported myoclonus (twitching/jerking back), and of 
other symptoms seen, petit mal, reaction to sunlight, lack of coordination were mentioned the most 
times

Perhaps most significantly from these surveys, when symptoms first started, only 1 vet recognised that they 
may be related to Lafora. The owner already knew of the condition and says she was ‘99% certain it was 
Lafora’ and suggested this to the vet. This result suggests that the majority of General Practice vets do not 
recognise Lafora, which in turn would mean they may not refer the dog for further investigation. This may 
also account for the low number of possible Lafora patients referred to Neurology specialists.

A presentation of the survey results is available here.

As a consequence of Gill's analysis, she has been working with Dr. Clare Rusbridge to design a Progressive 
Study of Lafora Disease which was launched at the end of 2012.  The survey is available here.  The aim of 
this is to identify the range of symptoms and track the progression of Lafora Disease in affected dogs, over a 
period of years.

Help is being sought to raise awareness amongst the Veterinary Profession of both the condition and the 
survey, and further work is under way in raising awareness amongst pet owners and particularly prospective 
puppy buyers about:

◦ the reality of owning a dog that has developed Lafora 
◦ the attitude of some breeders who may seek to persuade them it is not a problem

In particular, prospective Mini Wire pet owners are strongly advised to buy only from tested stock, or 
through careful pedigree analysis. 

There has been some discussion among MWHD breeders about the adverse impact caused by the delays on 
having a DNA test available, with some claiming that it has stopped people breeding.  The registration 
statistics for MWHDs since 2009 are shown below:
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This shows quite a wide range of quarterly registrations over the past four years (Min. 140, Max. 260).  The 
average level of registrations over this period was 189 dogs per quarter and the 4 Quarter Moving Average 
does appear to have dropped by about 10%.  However, given that all KC Registrations have dropped during 
the recession it is debatable whether the drop in MWHDs is related solely to the lack of a Lafora Test.

Advice for breeders:

Lafora Disease is clearly one of the serious health conditions where breeders should not knowingly breed 
from bitches, or use dogs at stud, if it is likely that their puppies will be affected by Lafora.  Our Code of 
Ethics Guidance makes this clear.

Download the Breed Council's information sheet here.

Download a pictorial guide to the genetics of Lafora Disease here.

Download “How to breed out Lafora Disease in three generations” here.

We have tried to keep everyone informed of the situation through our regular Newsletters and all our updates 
have been reported in Breed Notes in the dog press and on our websites.  
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3.3 PRA cord1 Retinal Degeneration
The cord1 PRA mutation was originally identified in MLHDs in 2005 and their 
breeders have been making use of the DNA test ever since.  In 2008, MSHDs were 
added to the screening requirement and MWHDs were added in 2011.  The 
following chart shows the number of tests now carried out in each variety; a total of 
4098 in total (approx. £205,000 of test fees).

Testing for the cord1 mutation in MWHDs became a Requirement under the KC's Assured Breeder Scheme 
on July 1st 2011, so it is encouraging to see the take-up rate of testing has risen significantly in 2012.  The 
Requirement was announced here.

While take-up of tests is important, what we are really interested in is the impact testing is having on the 
frequency of the cord1 mutation in the Dachshund population.
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In MLHDs, the mutation frequency has dropped to 0.21 and we are now seeing an average of only 5% of 
dogs testing as “Affected”, down from 18% in 2005.  More than half of all MLHDs tested in the past three 
years have been “Clear” of the cord1 mutation, compared with 35% 5 years ago.

In MSHDs, the mutation frequency started at a higher level than in MLHDs and has now dropped to 0.30 
and we are seeing 9% “Affected” dogs, down from 27% in 2007.

In MWHDs, there are fewer test results to review so far and the proportion of “Affected” dogs is known to 
be much lower than in the other two varieties: 5% “Affected” in 2010 and 1% in 2011 and 2012.  It is 
encouraging to see MWHD breeders supporting the use of this test and managing to keep the cord1 mutation 
at a low level.

The Miniature Dachshund Club, on behalf of the Breed Council, monitors cord1 test results reported in the 
KC's Breed Records Supplement and identifies all breeders who have produced litters where there are cord1 
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Affected puppies.  Since we believe there is no excuse for breeding with untested dogs and producing 
Affected puppies, the KC is then asked to send an advisory/warning letter to these breeders.

Advice for breeders:

Under the Assured Breeder Scheme cord1 testing is a requirement for all three varieties of Miniature 
Dachshund.  

Download the Breed Council's information sheet here.

Download a pictorial guide to the genetics of cord1 PRA here.

3.4 Distichiasis in MLHD
As part of the cord1 PRA research carried out in 2010 by the AHT, approximately 80 MLHDs were clinically 
screened for eye disease and, of these 42% were found to have Distichiasis.  Extra eye lashes growing from 
the margin of the eye-lid may cause irritation or scarring of the cornea and excess tearing from the eyes.  This 
is probably the most common canine hereditary eye condition. 

Since we have been made aware of these findings, the Miniature Dachshund Club has agreed to take 
responsibility, on behalf of the Breed Council, for investigating the condition and recommending a course of 
action.  A research screening exercise will be carried out by Prof. Sheila Crispin at the Miniature DC 
Championship show in February 2013.  This will be offered free of charge to owners of MLHDs and will be 
funded jointly by the Breed Council, Miniature DC and Long-haired DC.

Advice for breeders:

A clinical eye examination will quickly determine if the condition is present and this is recommended for all 
breeding stock.  Affected dogs should not be bred from as the cause may be an autosomal dominant gene 
with incomplete penetrance. [Stockman 1983]

Details of eye clinics around the UK are available from the Kennel Club's website: here.

Download the Breed Council's information sheet here.

3.5 Watch List
There are three conditions which are currently on our “Watch List”:

 Cardiac disorders in WHDs

 Epilepsy in MLHDs

 Diabetes in SHDs

The first two were identified in Dachs-Life 2012 as being of statistical significance compared with the same 
conditions in other varieties of Dachshund.  

Diabetes in SHDs was reported at around 1.5% prevalence in Dachs-Life 2012, which is low and only 
represents 4 cases.

It is also worth noting that Mammary Tumours were the most common type of cancer reported in Dachs-
Life 2012, with a prevalence of 3.6%.

www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk                               23                      www.dachshundhealth.org.uk

http://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/
http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jNfKwrD63OIp4hu7HI9quJzzja_VC6bK6AobBBkd8Ac/edit
http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/download/11215/eyeschemepannellists2011.pdf
http://sites.google.com/site/ukdachshundhealthreport/dachshund-health-resources/cord1geneticsRAGchart.pdf?attredirects=0&d=1
http://docs.google.com/document/d/1YSWy54Afjlw7cq54OmKqa0RcL1Mm3XDjaHB-3V6pyKs/edit


The Dachshund Breed Council

The following table shows the Mammary Tumour data in relation to whether or not the bitch had been bred 
from, with 92% of show-owned bitches that suffered from Mammary Tumours had been been bred from, in 
comparison with an even split in the pet-owned bitches (albeit with significantly fewer dogs).

Mammary Tumour Bred from? Pet Show Grand Total

No 2 2 4

 Yes 3 23 26

Grand Total  5 25 30

All the published evidence suggests that spaying a bitch significantly reduces her risk of Mammary Tumours. 
Interestingly, the table below shows twice as many spayed bitches suffered from Mammary Tumours as 
unspayed bitches, with virtually no difference between the pet and show populations.  Of course, we don’t 
know whether these bitches were spayed before or after being diagnosed with Mammary Tumours.  90% of 
the bitches suffering from Mammary Tumours were over the age of seven.

Mammary Tumour Spayed/
neutered?

Pet Show Grand Total

No 33% 36% 36%

 Yes 67% 64% 64%

Mammary Total  100% 100% 100%

Our advice on spaying and neutering can be found here.

Epilepsy in Standard Wires was previously on our Watch List.  Only one case of Epilepsy was reported in a 
Standard Wire and there have been no reports submitted on-line since May 2010, so we feel confident in 
down-grading our concerns about this condition, for the time being.
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Our overall health position summary is shown in the graphic below:
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3.7 Breed Health Improvement – Conformation

In our 2011 report we discussed in detail the issues around 
conformation and their impact on the health of our 
Dachshunds.  The report explained the genetic origin of 
the Dachshund's short legs and the relationship this has 
with IVDD.

 

During 2012 we have continued to look at this issue. We 
have looked at the IVDD data from Agria Insurance in 
Sweden, summarised here -   

https://sites.google.com/site/ukdachshundhealthreport/home/news/agriasweden-dachshundhealthstatistics

The most common cause of death for Dachshunds are herniated discs. Of all the Dachshunds who passed away during the time  
between 1995 and 2002, more than 17 percent were diagnosed with herniated discs. The proportion of Dachshunds who died of  
disc herniation had slightly increased between the periods 1995-1998 and 1999-2002. Herniated disc is eight times more  
common in Dachshunds than the average dog.

A paper published during 2012 analysed the IVDD data from about 600,000 dogs in Sweden, again from the 
Agria database...

Incidence of intervertebral disk degeneration–related diseases and associated mortality rates in 
dogs  Niklas Bergknut, dr med vet, phd; Agneta Egenvall, dr med vet, phd; Ragnvi Hagman, dr med vet, 
phd; Pia Gustås, dr med vet, phd; Herman A. W. Hazewinkel, dr med vet, phd; Björn P. Meij, dr med vet, 
phd; Anne-Sofie Lagerstedt, dr med vet, phd

This paper includes Survival Rate Curves for Dachshunds and shows 20% of Minis and 15% of Standards 
with IVDD by the age of 12.  We have produced similar survival curves from the data in our Dachs-Life 
survey for the individual varieties and can conclude there is very little difference between IVDD risk in 
Scandinavian Dachshunds compared to UK ones.  This would seem to challenge the perceptions that FCI-
bred Dachshunds (supposedly with longer legs and shorter bodies) are healthier than UK-bred ones. 

Rowena Packer is completing some work on Dachshund proportions as part of a research project at the 
Royal Veterinary College, so this may also provide us with useful data on risks associated with length:height 
ratios.  If her data show a correlation between length and IVDD then we will add that to our pool of 
knowledge and evidence to educate owners, breeders and judges.

The only paper we are aware of that looked at phenotype vs. herniation was Levine: J Am Vet Med Assoc. 
2006 Aug 1;229(3):370-5. This concluded:

Mean T1-S1 distance and median tuber calcaneus-to-patellar tendon (TC-PT) distance were significantly shorter in affected than  
in unaffected dogs. A 1-cm decrease in T1-S1 distance was associated with a 2.1-times greater odds of being affected, and a 1-cm  
decrease in TC-PT distance was associated with an 11.1-times greater odds of being affected. Results of multivariable logistic  
regression also indicated that affected dogs were taller at the withers and had a larger pelvic circumference than unaffected dogs,  
after adjusting for other body measurements. Results of ordinal logistic regression indicated that longer T1-S1 distance, taller  
height at the withers, and smaller pelvic circumference were associated with more severe spinal cord injury.

These conclusions appear to contain some contradictions and most of Levine's work is done on relatively 
small sample sizes. 

www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk                               26                      www.dachshundhealth.org.uk

http://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/
http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
https://sites.google.com/site/ukdachshundhealthreport/home/news/agriasweden-dachshundhealthstatistics


The Dachshund Breed Council

One further concept that we have been introduced to in 2012 is Philippa Robinson's “Tipping Point” which 
she introduced at our Breed Conference.  This presents a continuum of conformation with a healthy 
phenotype at one end and an unhealthy one at the other.  Philippa's graphic presented at the conference is 
shown below:

This was very much a “starter for 
ten” and a prompt for further 
discussion, but is worthy of further 
consideration.

Our judges education programmes 
already pay attention to the 
problems of exaggeration and, 
towards the end of 2012 we sent a 
copy of our abbreviated and 
illustrated Breed Standard to all A 
List judges.

In addition to aspects of the Dachshund's conformation and construction which may cause health concerns, 
the Breed Council has also acted to prevent health issues in relation to coat colour.  The Breed Standard was 
amended in 2009 to make it clear that so-called “Double Dapples” were unacceptable because of the risks of 
congenital deafness and eye defects.  The KC subsequently agreed to refuse to register the puppies from any 
matings of two Dapple Dachshunds.

In 2011, the Council wrote to the KC to ask them to define the dilute colours “Blue” and “Isabella” also as 
unacceptable in the Breed Standard.  These are both colours that are known to be prone to skin problems – 
usually referred to as Colour Dilution Alopecia (CDA).  The colour clause was finally amended and agreed 
with effect from 1st June 2012.  It now reads:

All colours permitted but no white permissible, save for a small patch on chest which is permitted but not desirable. The dapple  
pattern is expressed as lighter coloured areas contrasting with the darker base. Neither the light nor the dark colour should  
predominate. Double dapple (where varying amounts of white occurs all over the body in addition to the dapple pattern) is  
unacceptable. Pied, tricolour and the dilute colours isabella and blue are highly undesirable. Nose and nails black in all colours  
except chocolate/tan and chocolate/dapple where they are brown.

During 2011, the Council has again reviewed the lists of Registration Colours available on the KC's computer 
system and requested an update of several colour lists to ensure that a comprehensive and correct list is 
available to people registering puppies on-line.  We see this as an important way to help less knowledgeable 
breeders correctly register their puppies' colours and avoid any temptation for people to try to invent “rare” 
colours purely for commercial reasons.
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3.8 Breed Health Improvement – Genetics and Diversity
Genetic diversity refers to the total number of genetic characteristics in a species. It is 
important that species have a large genetic diversity to allow them to adapt to changing 
environmental conditions.  Inbreeding reduces the genetic diversity of a breed and 
increases the chances that a dog will inherit the same (possibly bad) version of a gene 
from both parents.

In last year's report we reviewed the trends in litter sizes since 1990 and concluded that 
there had been no decrease in average litter sizes.

We have recently identified an article published in 2005 which looks at the influence of 
inbreeding on litter size and the proportion of stillborn puppies in Dachshunds. The 
abstract is as follows:

In the present study, factors influencing the litter size of puppies and the number and the proportion of stillborn puppies per litter  
were analysed in normally sized German dachshunds. Data was available for litters registered from 1987 to 2002 in the  
German dachshund kennel club. The records studied here contained 42,855 litters. The mean litter size was 5.22 +/- 2.01  
puppies. The proportion of puppies born dead per litter was 6.6%. The age of dam, the puppy's year and month of birth, the hair  
type and the inbreeding coefficients of the puppies, the sire and the dam were significant on the litter size and the number and the  
proportion of puppies born dead. The litter size decreased and the percentage of puppies born dead increased with increasing  
inbreeding coefficients of the puppies, dams and sires. The increase of the inbreeding coefficient of the puppies by 1% led to a  
0.06% higher percentage of puppies born dead per litter. The increase of the inbreeding coefficients of the dam and the sire by 1%  
resulted in 0.02% and 0.007% higher percentages of puppies born dead. Young and older dams had smaller litter size than  
middle-aged dams. The percentage of puppies born dead per litter increased with an increasing age of the dam. In the recent birth  
years, the litter size and the percentage of puppies born dead increased in German dachshunds.

Gresky C, Hamann H, Distl O

Institut für Tierzucht und Vererbungsforschung,Tierärztliche Hochschule Hannover.

Berliner und Munchener Tierarztliche Wochenschrift [2005, 118(3-4):134-139]

The Kennel Club launched its "Mate Select" on-line service in May 2011.  The site enables breeders to:

 Find the health test results of individual dogs

 Find out the Coefficient of Inbreeding of an individual dog

 Find the Coefficient of Inbreeding for an entire breed

 Predict the Coefficient of Inbreeding of puppies from a proposed mating

CoI values for each of the Dachshund varieties was as follows in May 2011 and at December 2012:

Smooth Mini Smooth Long Mini Long Wire Mini Wire

'May 2011 8.20% 8.10% 8.60% 7.60% 6.70% 11.30%

'Dec. 2012 7.30% 8.00% 12.20% 7.10% 6.60% 10.80%

The (breed) average inbreeding coefficient for a breed is calculated on an annual basis by calculating the 
inbreeding coefficients of all individuals of the breed born during the selected year. The mean of the 
inbreeding coefficients is taken as the average for that year. 
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It is important to note that there has been some discussion during 2012 about the basis for calculating COI 
within MateSelect.  The program uses however many generations of pedigree data are available, so COI 
values for two dogs might be based on significantly different numbers of ancestors.  The number of 
generations used in the calculation can significantly affect the value of COI.  For example, the KC's database 
does not include the pedigrees of many imported dogs and therefore CoI values for these dogs are incorrectly 
shown as 0%.  The KC's quoted Breed Average CoI figures may therefore be underestimates.

The following table shows how COI varies for 12 different Dachshunds, depending on how many 
generations are included in the calculation:

Dog 1 Gen.
COI %

2 Gen. 
COI %

3 4 5 10 15 20

A 0 0 8 8 11 21 21 21

B 0 0 6 12 12 15 15 15

C 0 0 3 4 6 8 8 8

D 0 0 6 8 9 11 11 11

E 0 0 0 0 0 0.2 0.2 0.3

F 0 0 0 0.4 5 9 9 9

G 25 25 31 34 35 36 36 36

H 0 0 0 2 4 7 8 8

I 0 0 0 0 0 0.4 0.4 0.4

J 0 0 7 8 9 10 10 10

K 0 0 0 1 4 13 13 13

All calculations were done using BreedMate pedigree software and indicate that the COI values begin to 
stabilise at around 10 generations.  

The Independent Advisory Council on the Welfare Issues of Dog Breeding has published a draft Breeding 
Standard and one of its proposals is that no no dogs should be bred where the puppies would have a COI of 
12.5% or more, based on a 5 generation pedigree calculation of COI.

This is undoubtedly an issue which will continue to be debated and one which breeders need to be aware of. 
The higher the CoI, the greater the probability (and risk) that two copies of a particular gene will be inherited 
from a common ancestor.  The KC will no longer register puppies from mother/son, father/daughter or 
brother/sister combinations - these would have a CoI of at least 25%.  The lower the CoI figure, the less 
inbred a dog is.  This matters because there is well-documented evidence that as the amount of inbreeding 
increases, the risks of lower fertility, compromised immune systems and smaller litter sizes increases.

Advice for breeders:

Matings between a Sire and Dam that result in offspring whose CoI is lower than the breed average will help 
contribute to a reduction in the breed's CoI and are therefore to be preferred over matings that produce 
offspring whose CoI exceeds the current breed average CoI.

The Breed Council will be monitoring changes in each Dachshund variety's Coefficient of Inbreeding over 
time and strongly encourages breeders to make use of Mate Select to help inform their breeding strategies.  

The Dachshund Breed Council has produced an Introductory Guide to Genetics which you can download 
here.
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We have also published pictorial guides on the genetics of Lafora Disease and 
cord1 PRA.  These show the combinations of matings between Clear, Carrier and 
Affected dogs which are safe and those which should not be done.

Popular Sires:

On our Health website you can find summaries (here) of stud dogs being used in each Dachshund variety and 
our analysis of "Popular Sires".  The data we have gathered in 2011 and 2012 show that a wide range of stud 
dogs are being used and plenty of dogs have CoI values below the Breed Average, to choose from.

The following table show the proportion of litters sired by the most used stud dog in each variety, during 
2011:

Variety: Smooth Long Wire Mini Smooth Mini Long Mini Wire
% of litters 7.8% 2.6% 11.1% 2.5% 2.7% 3.6%

We have summarised data from five quarters published in the Breed Records Supplement (BRS) and decided 
to put further analysis on hold due to the significant amount of time required to collate the data, particularly 
for the Miniature varieties.  We are currently reviewing how best to analyse this type of data in the future. 
Ideally, we would be able to get Standard reports from the Kennel Club, which would save us having to 
collate the BRS data manually.

We are also in the fortunate position that, with the relaxation of quarantine regulations over the past 10-15 
years, a number of Dachshund breeders have been able to import overseas dogs.  This influx of new blood, 
where it is from unrelated pedigrees, has helped to increase the genetic diversity of the UK Dachshund gene 
pool.  It has to be said though, there are risks associated with importing dogs; for example bringing in genetic 
mutations that may cause health problems that aren't currently present.  The WHD NPHP4 Day Blindness 
mutation is one such example – it had previously only been found in Scandinavian Dachshunds.
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4. Priorities for 2013

The Breed Council will focus on the following priority activities in 2013:

 Back Disease (IVDD): 

◦ complete the collection of samples from clinically “Affected” dogs for the DNA research 
programme

◦ finalise the research approach and funding required by the AHT

◦ carry out an initial Thermal Imaging research screening exercise

 Lafora Disease:

◦ continue to promote and roll-out the Lafora Screening Programme, dependent on an agreed 
methodology from the Canadian lab

◦ publish the results of all dogs tested, together with advice for owners and breeders

 Eye Disease:

◦ conduct a research screening exercise to investigate Distichiasis in Mini Longs

◦ promote the use of clinical eye examinations in addition to the use of DNA screening

 Health Surveillance:

◦ continue to promote the on-line illness and cause of death survey

◦ use the data to inform and update current Health Plans

 Education and Communication:

◦ increase the availability of breed health information to potential puppy buyers (e.g. via on-line 
media, magazines and Discover Dogs)

◦ provide regular updates on the work of the Breed Council, using a variety of on-line and off-line 
channels/media

These are our priorities; in addition, we expect to continue to carry out the many other activities that are 
already under way.

We also intend to publish a Breed Health Plan, initially for discussion and feedback, with a view to setting 
formal objectives for the breed over the next ten years.  The plan will be based on the template provided in 
the KC's Health Improvement Strategy Guide and reflects good practice already adopted in Sweden where 
Breed Specific Strategies have been in place for several years (the first Dachshund one was published in 
2006).

We are also aware that the KarltonIndex will be producing an updated report on Breed Club health 
approaches in Spring 2013 and we will review the results of this to see what further actions we may need to 
take.
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