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Happy New Year

First of all, may we wish our readers a Happy New Year. We hope you find our 
Newsletter useful and interesting.  Last year there was a Newsletter every month 
and we'll  do our best to ensure there is the same again in 2013, but it  really 
depends on how much “news” there is to share.

Last year our website had 26,000 views and our busiest day was April 23 rd, the 
Day of our Breed Health Conference, with 235 views.  Apart from the Home Page 
which had the most hits (obviously), the three most viewed pages in 2012 were:

 Buying a Dachshund  
 Owning a Dachshund  
 Breed Clubs list  

Apart from Search Engines, the biggest source of referrals to our website was the 
Dachshund Club's website, so thanks to them and all the other Breed clubs for 
linking to us.
________________________________________________________________
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Thermal Imaging of Dachshund Backs – FREE Screening at SDA Show

If you have a Smooth or Mini Smooth 
Dachshund there is an opportunity to 
participate in a new research project to 
investigate the health of Dachshunds' backs.

The first screening opportunity will be at the 
Southern Dachshund Association's 
Championship Show on January 19th, in 
Slough (Montem Leisure Centre).

Thermographer and veterinary nurse Anna
Schumann will be attending the SDA (Ch)
Show to take thermal images of Dachshund
backs for a long-term study. The aim of the
study is to see if thermal imaging can used
as a diagnostic predictor for future back
problems in the breed.  You can read more 
about this research here.

If time permits, we will also be able to take some images from the other four 
varieties of Dachshund.

There is NO CHARGE to participate in this research and it is completely non-
invasive.  All your dog needs to do is stand still for a picture to be taken using a 
Thermal Imaging camera.

https://sites.google.com/site/ukdachshundhealthreport/home/news/thermalimagingivddresearchprojectwillbelaunchedatsdachampionshipshow
http://dachshundclub.co.uk/
http://dachshundbreedcouncil.wordpress.com/breed-clubs/
http://dachshundbreedcouncil.wordpress.com/owning-a-dachshund/
http://dachshundbreedcouncil.wordpress.com/buying-a-dachshund/


Please download a Registration Form, fill it in and bring it with you to the 
Screening session.

Owners of dogs not entered at the show can also bring dogs for screening, but 
will also need to register as “Spectators' Dogs” at the show.

For more information, please e-mail Anna Schumann.

 ________________________________________________________________
Annual Health Report for 2012

The Breed Council's Health sub-committee has 
published its  fourth Annual Health Report and you 
can download a copy here (4MB pdf file).

Some facts from the Health Report; did you know:

 The Dachshund Breed Clubs have donated 
£19,000 towards Lafora Disease research 
and screening

 Long-haired Dachshunds have the lowest 
prevalence of Back Disease (IVDD)

 Cancers and Tumours were the second 
highest reported category of health condition 
reported on-line (15 new cases in 2012)

 The DBC Health website has doubled the number of unique visitors 
compared in 2012 with 2011 and is currently averaging around 700 
visitors per month

 The DBC website was awarded Third Prize in the Hound Group in the 
Dog World/Midland Counties Breed Website Awards 2012

 From surveys of owners of Mini Wires with Lafora Disease, when 
symptoms first started, only 1 vet recognised that they may be related to 
Lafora

 There are now data over 8 years showing a reduction in the cord1 
mutation frequency in Mini Longs (PRA)

________________________________________________________________

Would your vet recognise Lafora symptoms?

Gill Key (Pet Advisor to the Breed Council's Health 
Sub-committee) has recently completed a survey 
into the symptoms and progression of Lafora 
Disease in Mini Wire Dachshunds.  Her full report is 
available at Laforadogs.org and a presentation is on-
line here.

In October/November 2012, the Laforadogs team conducted a survey amongst 
owners of known and suspected Lafora affected dogs, including those diagnosed 
as affected via the WHDC Lafora testing scheme who have, as yet, not shown 
any symptoms. 

Some of the key findings are as follows:

 Nearly 72% of those surveyed reported the age of onset of first symptoms 

was between 5-8 years old, with a mean age of onset of 7 years 1 month
 When symptoms first started, only 1 vet recognised that they may be 

related to Lafora
 100% of owners of dogs with Lafora symptoms reported myoclonus 

   

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PExaTy8oHlcudYPoCf3vR8EmMSgjTBmHLU4ckBrR078/edit?authuser=0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PExaTy8oHlcudYPoCf3vR8EmMSgjTBmHLU4ckBrR078/edit?authuser=0
http://laforadogs.org/survey/interim-survey-results-autumn-2012
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnx1a2RhY2hzaHVuZGhlYWx0aHJlcG9ydHxneDoyODUwMzljZjE3YzFmYzQ
mailto:anna_schumann@hotmail.com?subject=Dachshund%20Back%20Research
http://dachshundbreedcouncil.files.wordpress.com/2013/01/ivdd-research-registration-document.pdf


(twitching/jerking back), and of other symptoms seen, petit mal, reaction 
to sunlight, lack of coordination were mentioned the most times

Gill has also been working with Dr. Clare Rusbridge to develop a long-term 
progression study of Lafora Disease which will be used to monitor the health of 
affected dogs at 6 monthly intervals.  The survey is available here.

For anyone doubting the value of the Lafora Screening tests carried out in 2010 
and 2011, we have had a health report submitted this week from the owner of a 
dog that was DNA tested as Affected.  At the time of testing, the dog was free of 
Lafora Symptoms.  Now, he is showing the first signs of the disease.  Had the 
owner not participated in the screening programme, this dog could well have 
been used at stud and produced further clinically affected dogs.

________________________________________________________________
Breed Seminar and A2 Assessment - Yorkshire

A Dachshund Breed Seminar and A2 Assessment will 
be run by East Yorkshire Dachshund Club and West 
Riding  Dachshund  Association  on  Sunday  17th 
February 2013 at Coronation Hall, Old Station Yard, 
Milby, Boroughbridge, YORK. YO51 9BL.

Cost of the seminar: morning Breed Talk £10 and the 
afternoon  Assessment  with  hands  on  and  written 

paper £10. If you are attending for the whole day, a buffet lunch is included in the 
price.

Opening at 9:30 a.m. – registration.

Morning Dachshund Breed talk given by Mrs Valerie Skinner (Ritterburg).
Afternoon Assessment (written paper and hands on for  those candidate who 
have already judged over 150 Dachshunds). Numbers for the assessment are 
strictly limited.

Booking  details  from  Janet  Kay  west-riding-dachshund@hotmail.co.uk or  Tel: 
01709 510796.
________________________________________________________________

Can you and your vet help the Dog Advisory Council?

Chris Laurence, a member of the Advisory Council on the 
Welfare Issues of Dog Breeding, has asked for the Breed 
Council's help with a pilot project the Council is 
conducting with veterinary surgeons and breeders. Chris 
writes...

I guess most breeders will at some time have been faced with the purchaser of a  
puppy claiming that there is something wrong with it that the breeder should have  
told them about. Often the complaint is completely unjustified but inevitably  
causes a huge amount of heartache to the responsible breeder.

One solution to this is to have the puppies checked by your vet before they go to  
their new homes, but vets have always been somewhat reluctant to sign health  
certificates for fear of being sued later by the puppy’s new owner. The Advisory  
Council on the Welfare Issues of Dog Breeding is well aware of the problem and  
has had long discussions with the veterinary profession’s governing and  
representative bodies (the RCVS, BVA and BSAVA) and the Veterinary Defence  

mailto:west-riding-dachshund@hotmail.co.uk?subject=Seminar/Assessment%20Enquiry
http://goo.gl/c59dx


Society who provide the profession’s indemnity insurance.

The result of the discussions is a Puppy Health Check Form which everyone is  
happy for the vet to sign. However, before we launch the form to the big wide  
world we want to pilot it with a number of litters being checked by vets so that we  
know it is as easy to use as we think it is.

We can only do that if we can find breeders who are willing to help us with the  
pilot. All we need you to do is to take a litter to your vet for a check before the  
puppies go to their new homes. We will provide you with the forms and a letter for  
your vet to explain the pilot scheme. There will be a pre-paid envelope for your  
vet to return the forms and a feedback form to us.

If you would like to help us in this important pilot scheme please either e-mail  
Chris Laurence who is running the pilot on chrisandsheila.laurence@virgin.net or 
ring him on 07503 999289 at any time. The pilot pack will be in the post by return.  
We look forward to hearing from you.

________________________________________________________________
Social Media Policy

The Kennel Club's Code of Conduct has been 
developed to set out the Kennel Club’s 
expectations for all those taking part in or 
attending events under its jurisdiction along with 
general guidelines on the use of social media.

We are all under intense scrutiny in terms of the 
pedigree dog world and dog
breeding generally. The advice and guidance 
offered in this document are not
meant to penalise or cause difficulty but are 
there for the protection of all of us
and particularly the dog – unity and co-operation 
is therefore vital.

For those people who participate in on-line 
groups: if the content of your message would not be acceptable for face-to-face 
conversation, over the telephone, or in another medium, it will not be acceptable 
for a social networking site.

You are responsible for what you post on your own site and on the sites of
others. Individual bloggers have been held liable for commentary deemed to be
copyright infringement, defamatory, proprietary, libelous, or obscene (as defined
by the courts).

The Breed Council's Code of Ethics covers matters related to canine health and 
welfare as well as the behaviour of judges and exhibitors.
________________________________________________________________

On the internet

Is the dog fancy at a tipping point?

Dognapping gang sought by police after series of dog thefts

Perfect teeth for perfect show dogs

We are not judging statues
________________________________________________________________

http://newacdgazette.com/2013/01/07/we-are-not-judging-statues/
http://newacdgazette.com/2013/01/08/8583/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/crime/9782199/Dognapping-gang-sought-by-police-after-series-of-heartbreaking-pet-thefts.html
http://dogknobit.com/2012/12/29/is-the-dog-fancy-at-a-tipping-point/
http://dachshundbreedcouncil.wordpress.com/code-of-ethics/
http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/download/11426/kccodeofconduct.pdf
mailto:chrisandsheila.laurence@virgin.net
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