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Chairman's Introduction  
 

2015 was another busy year for the Health and Welfare Sub-committee.  
 
Lafora Disease 
The year started with the KC making the testing of Mini Wires for Lafora Disease a requirement for all Mini 
Wire breeders in the Assured Breeders Scheme. This should be an incentive for testing more of the Mini Wire 
population and this will make it easier for breeders to avoid this disease by mating dogs of known genetic 
status. Test results so far show some reduction in the frequency of the Lafora gene – but the test has only 
been available for a relatively short time. 
 
Cord1 PRA 
In contrast, genetic testing for Progressive Retinal Atrophy (PRA) in Mini Long Haired Dachshunds has been 
being carried out for 10 years and the proportion of affected dogs found now is a sixth of that found when 
testing started. The results for Mini Smooths have been falling at about the same rate, and this shows how 
successful these schemes can be. Keep it up! 
  
DachsLife 2015 
Also in the first part of the year our DachsLife 2015 Survey was carried out and the results make interesting 
reading. Some of these confirm findings from previous work – but some were unexpected. Dachshunds 
living with two or more others had half the chances of suffering with intervertebral disc disease (IVDD), for 
instance, which is good news for those of us with several Dachshunds. 
 
IVDD  
The Animal Health Trust (AHT) have been looking to see if there was a correlation between DNA from 
Dachshunds with IVDD and DNA from an area on chromosome 12 previously identified as a probable area 
for the genes involved with back disease. This might have been a shortcut to a genetic test to help identify 
dogs at risk of IVDD and there was some disappointment when they reported that they had found no 
correlation between these. 
 
This is not the end of the story, though, and further work is proceeding in a number of fields. We are 
currently looking at X-ray and perhaps MRI scanning to screen Dachshunds for disc calcification, for 
instance, and this could be used as part of a scheme to reduce back disease in Dachshunds. 
 
Genetic Diversity 
The results of a major research study has been published by The Kennel Club which looked at the genetic 
diversity of UK pedigree dogs, including the six varieties of Dachshund. This has shown that there are 
concerns about the levels of inbreeding and declining registrations in several varieties. Breeders should be 
worried about this because fertility and litter size may be reduced and there could even be an increased risk of 
new inherited diseases in the breeds concerned.  
 
More on the genetic diversity report is to be found in this Health and Welfare Sub-committee report, together 
with details of much else, and I hope that you find it interesting and useful. 
 
Lastly, don’t forget that we will all be subject to The Microchipping of Dogs (England) Regulations 2014 
which come into effect on the 6th of April.  
 
Roger Sainsbury 
BVM&S, MRCVS 

http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
http://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/
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1. Leadership 

1.1 Health and Welfare Sub-committee 

The Breed Council represents the interests of sixteen UK Dachshund Breed Clubs and has appointed a 
Health and Welfare Sub-committee to develop policies and coordinate plans for breed health improvement. 

Members of the Sub-committee are Roger Sainsbury BVM&S MRCVS (Chairman), Helen Geeson, Sue Holt, 
Dawn Norton, Nora Price, Ian Seath and Judy Squires.  In addition, Gill Key, Emma Newman and Helga 
Klausgraber (based in Melbourne, Australia) are Pet Advisors to the Sub-committee. 

Other Clubs and individuals take the lead on specific projects within our Health Plan; for example the 
Wirehaired Dachshund Club leads on Lafora Disease and the Miniature Dachshund Club leads on cord1 
PRA and Distichiasis. 

In October 2015, Ian Seath was invited to run a Health Seminar for the Novocastrian Dachshund Club in 
Australia which was attended by around 50 people.   

H&W Sub-committee contact details can be found here.  

 

 

UK Dachshund Clubs have a long history of co-operating on health matters. Our interactive breed health 
timeline goes back 10,000 years to the point where the genetic mutation for dwarfism is believed to have 
originated. You can select any of the timeline events to find further information and links related to that 
event. The timeline has been updated to include key events from 2015. 

 

The Health Sub-committee made recommendations for updates to the Breed Council and Clubs’ Code of 
Ethics. This was formally approved at the 2015 AGM and confirmed by the Kennel Club.  

 

The changes aim to: 

 bring the Code up-to-date to reflect current advice on health testing 
 align the advice on breeding practices more closely with the KC’s Assured Breeder Scheme principles 

All the points in our Code of Ethics should be self-explanatory and are aimed at ensuring Breed Club 
members demonstrate the highest standards of behaviour when breeding, judging and exhibiting and that the 
welfare of their dogs is of prime importance. 

 

http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
http://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/
http://sites.google.com/site/ukdachshundhealthreport/home/h-w-sub-committee
https://trello.com/b/DYPtQKqR/uk-dachshund-breed-health-timeline
https://trello.com/b/DYPtQKqR/uk-dachshund-breed-health-timeline
https://dachshundbreedcouncil.wordpress.com/code-of-ethics/
https://dachshundbreedcouncil.wordpress.com/code-of-ethics/
https://dachshundbreedcouncil.wordpress.com/code-of-ethics/
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Clearly, a Code of Ethics is a guide and cannot be prescriptive in defining “serious hereditary faults” or the 
specific screening tests which should be carried out. 

 

The Breed Council reviews and prioritises health and welfare issues which it considers to be of significance to 
the breed. Details of current priorities can be found on our health website and in our Health Reports and 
Information Leaflets. 

 

The owners of Stud Dogs with any known hereditary condition have a particular responsibility not to allow a 
dog to be used at stud if it is likely that its offspring will also suffer from that condition. Conditions such as 
Epilepsy, Heart Disease, Cushings, Entropion and IVDD where there are no current screening programmes 
clearly fall into this category.  Similarly, bitches affected with any of these conditions should not be bred from 
if it is likely that their puppies will also be affected. 

 

Where screening tests are available and recommended by the Breed Council, Breed Club members are 
expected to make use of them and act on the results in accordance with the latest advice from our Health and 
Welfare Sub-committee. 

 

Cord1 testing is an Assured Breeder Scheme Requirement for all MLHDs, MSHDs and MWHDs. Lafora 
Testing is an Assured Breeder Scheme Requirement for all MWHDs. 

 

Additional guidance on the Code of Ethics can be found here. 

 

 

1.2 Pet Advisors' Report 

Prepared by Gill Key, Emma Newman and Helga Klausgraber 

 
It has been a ‘business as usual’ year for the Pet Advisors: in other words, more of the same:  
 
FACEBOOK: 
The Pet Advisors daily monitor and contribute to the numerous regional, national and international Facebook 
Groups and other social media such as the popular Pet Forum website, raising awareness of important health 
and welfare issues, correcting misinformation and promoting the Dachshund Breed Council and Health 
websites and the vital work done.  
 
Inevitably, there is a seemingly never-ending stream of new owners who have bought first and then seek 
answers later, but a growing group of regular posters now refer to the DBC website and Health website and 
information pamphlets in their answers. Many of these Facebook members are passionate about various 
aspects of health and welfare, including Bev Campbell, who has seen the impact of Cord 1 PRA on her own 
dogs and occasionally breeds Mini Long hairs. With encouragement from the Pet Advisors, she wrote an 
interesting article for the DBC Newsletter that now appears on the DBC Health site ‘colour and health’ page, 
covering the difficulty of spotting dapple markings by eye alone.  
 
Another group of Facebook dachshund group members are actively campaigning to stop pet shops selling 
puppies, recognising that they are an outlet for puppy farms, and Pet Advisors have helped advise them. A 
petition has already attracted over 7000 signatures – please do sign.   
 

http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
http://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/
http://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/
https://dachshundbreedcouncil.wordpress.com/code-of-ethics/code-of-ethics-guidance/
https://dachshundbreedcouncil.wordpress.com/2015/07/04/double-trouble-can-you-spot-the-dapple-dachshund/
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/109860
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/109860
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Another side-product is an increasing fundraising activity amongst various Facebook dachshund groups 
between contributing more than £2000 this year, focusing mostly around the DBC IVDD research fund, (see 
1.3 Health Fund); the Lafora fund managed by the WHDC (helping to continue to subsidise of Lafora 
testing) and the independent Laforadogs fund, (supporting owners of affected dogs and continuing research 
into the canine and human form of the disease).  
 
PUBLIC EVENTS:  
For Crufts 2015, a ‘Dachshunds do Crufts’ Facebook group was set up by a group of pet owners and nearly 100 
enthusiasts attended, most of them wearing bright tee-shirts or sweatshirts. One of the Pet Advisors used the 
opportunity to promote the DBC and was stopped on numerous occasions, pointing enquirers towards the 
Discover Dogs area, the dachshund show rings and the DBC website.  
 

  

 
In August, the Pet Advisors organised the Dachshund stand in the Dog Breed Village at the increasingly 
popular Pet Show at Stoneleigh showground once again and would like to extend their thanks to a small but 
willing band of volunteers and dogs who manned the stand and were overwhelmed by the enthusiasm and 
interest. This was also the first outing of new pop-up banners donated by the Pet Advisors for use at other 
Breed Council events.  
 

Gill Key, one of the Pet Advisors, who also runs Laforadogs, 
helping to support owners who have affected dogs and raising 
awareness of the condition amongst pet owners, relaunched the 
Laforadogs website www.laforadogs.com this Spring.  
 
Although none of the Pet Advisors were able to attend the Great 
Dixter Dachshund Fun Show in East Sussex in September, Gill 
was approached by Pat Debley, owner of two dogs affected by 
Lafora’s disease, who offered to take them to the show to raise 
awareness. Pat said:   
“I was pleased that many owners were interested in the symptoms of Lafora’s 
in addition to the work and care involved in looking after two dogs with the 
disease. Without exception the owners were first and foremost pet lovers and 
many expressed their amazement that there are still breeders around who have 

not had their dogs tested, but all said that if they were purchasing a new mini-wire or breeding from one, they would make sure 
that the appropriate tests had been carried out first.”   

http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
http://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/
http://www.laforadogs.com/
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Pat Debley’s Mini Wires Daisy and Bertie 

 
ONLINE ADVERTISING SITES: 
Pet Advisors have also submitted and had accepted updated breed information to Champdogs, which now 
include the latest guidance on DNA screening for Cord 1 PRA, Lafora and avoiding back issues through 
lifestyle changes and responsible breeding decisions.  
 
One of the Pet Advisors has had an advert on Pets4Homes for over a year, promoting responsible buying. 
The advert gives information about Lafora & Cord 1 PRA DNA testing, how to access health, pedigree and 
COI information for every KC registered dog, and most crucially, the importance of waiting for the right 
puppy. The advert has attracted more than 40 responses this year, including the following:  
 
 “Thank you for putting this information on this site...it's really useful especially for someone like me who is looking for their first 
Dachshund”.  
 
“I would love a little wire haired Daxi to add to our family of several dogs, having totally fallen in love with one in the local 
park. I read your advert and would like to thank you for giving such valuable information. It's easy to get whatever dog you want 
but with so many breeders of all breeds more interested in money than producing healthy pups your advice is great, wait for a 
healthy dog rather than rush in and end up with a lifelong problem causing pain and distress to both dog and owner. Well done 
for having the courage to speak up.  Kind regards Diane, dog owner of Affenpinschers, mini Schnauzers, rescue Yorkie and 
Schnaffen (seems I like the German breeds)!” 
 
“Hi there just wanted a huge thank you! I’ve just started our quest to find a friend and i wasn't aware of some of what was in 
your advert. I like cross breeds myself but can see to get a good and safe sausage we probably need to pay the extra and get a good 
line and KC registered pup, thank you again for the info!” 
 
 "I just wanted to say thank you and a huge well done for advertising about this matter. It's very informative and I wish more 
people would do what you do. I completely support the efforts responsible people are making to improve breeding standards for all 
breeds of dogs - especially dachshunds. Well done." 
 
“Hi Just wanted to say what a fantastic advert! Not many breeds are as open as you are trying to be with yours and I commend 
you for it! I am looking into getting a wire haired dachs. at some point in the next couple of years having shown/bred/judged 
German Shepherds for 30 years. Our breed is in an awful mess with so many breeders keeping terrible problems under wraps 
and selling pups to unsuspecting buyers. Once again, well done on your ad and I will bear the info in mind when I find the right 
breeder with the right pup for me!” Kind regards Julie 

http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
http://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/
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“I run a site against puppy farming, backyard breeders , dealers and traffickers. I applaud you on this advert WELL DONE 
in grabbing people's attention and what they should be looking for in this breed. Keep up the good work” 
 
Unfortunately, the advert is currently offline, awaiting re-approval, but it’s hoped it will be back on the site 
again shortly.  

 

 

 

Report from Helga Klausgraber in Australia: 

 

Achievements: 
• Production of 5100 “IVDD Quick Fact Sheet Fridge Magnets” & 3000 “Your Dachshund & IVDD Brochures.” Bulk 
literature is now stored in Vic, QLD and WA and being distributed into veterinary clinics and specialist centres as well 
as being posted to owners around Australia. 
• IVDD Banners - Tas, Vic, WA & QLD are flying the flag at meetups and events. 
• In conjunction with Pay it Forward Dachshund Community Scheme (PIFDCS), 2 sets of wheels were donated via the 
Guardian Angel Scheme. 
• DISA donated $300 to PIFDCS to assist with postage costs of the many care packages sent out to IVDD daxies. 
• Successful Wine fundraiser in 2014 and another for 2015, which is currently underway “Yappy Hour”. 
• Website www.ivdd.com.au registered. We will be launching our website in 2016.  

• IVDD Crate Program – One bare loan crate located in SE QLD and 4 located in WA completely kitted out for 
IVDD daxie.  Still to raise more funds to have them available in Victoria also.  
• Facebook Page commenced. 

 
Have also held one seminar and another due to be held in Melbourne 2016 with leading specialist Dr Charles Kuntz 
from Southpaws http://www.southpaws.com.au/ on IVDD.  This was an educational evening for all Melbourne 
Dachshund owners to attend to understand what is IVDD and to recognise all the signs and symptoms and what to do 
should your dachshund develop signs.  He also covered radius curvus in dachshunds and the next seminar due to be 
held in February of 2016 will also cover luxating patellas.   
 
I have also held a huge fundraising event here in Melbourne to help raise awareness of IVDD with the dachshund 
community here in Melbourne.  It was a fun day with races, raffles, and auctions of items kindly donated by the 
Melbourne dachshund owners. The day raised over $1700 towards DISA which has helped us put together our lovely 
brochures that we are distributing Australia-wide to vets.   
 
With thanks to Helga Klausgraber and Chrissy Davis who founded IVDD Support Australia to help raise 
awareness of IVDD among Dachshund pet owners in Australia. 

http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
http://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ivdd.com.au%2F&h=lAQEEVoMMAQFpggPMfKpGvuCclNx0BrGT3u0c6eL9PW1bfA&enc=AZPG46QHnD-tARf1B1F9H7mK5xJp71uziWzl7M8GR9FdySi5JQas1ZregniEC5X2j-dFfF8eIbHy4pRME_B-yVPHaX_CH3NQC5d_tjSSHkksVSOw6GbMJ3Aaa8uWQVqpJSkXPZichPE8vaOknvaldomcGh8QJyoiUwHRUUgol5gCT9Xc0CiaQNQFotl-ElxxwBo&s=1
http://www.southpaws.com.au/
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1.3 Health Fund 

The year-end balance in the Health Fund was £20,384.  This includes approx. £12,000 ring-fenced for IVDD 
research. We are very grateful to all those people who continue to raise money for the IVDD fund which 
include various Facebook Groups who have held walks and fund-raisers during the year. 

The Dachshund Club's "Loose Change Challenge" for 2015 ended in November and has raised over £1,200 
since it was launched in 2012. A huge thank you to everyone who contributed and thanks also to everyone for 
joining in on the 2016 challenge. 

Further funding of our health projects this year has come from the Lafora Fund which is managed by the 
WHDC and approximately £10,000 will have been spent to support the screening programme in 2015. This 
fund has previously received a grant of £17,500 from the Kennel Club Charitable Trust and donations from 
the Wirehaired Dachshund Trust. The Fund originally received £25,000 from the UK Breed Clubs and 
continues to receive donations from breeders and owners, as well as further donations from clubs. 

 

http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
http://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/
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2. Planning 

2.1 Breed Health Improvement Strategy 

Our Breed Health Improvement Strategy is much broader than simply focusing on health conditions that 
affect Dachshunds.  It comprises our approach to Leadership, Planning and Engagement as well. 

Our Health Plan is based on a model developed by the Kennel Club in its guide for Breed Health 
Coordinators. 

Our priority activities for 2015, listed in our previous Health Report, were as follows: 

 

 Back Disease (IVDD):  

◦ complete the initial phase of the DNA research programme with the AHT [achieved] 

◦ progress the actions agreed with the RVC; in particular: Thermal Imaging and Length:Height 
analysis [not achieved] 

 Lafora Disease: 

◦ continue to promote, subsidise and roll-out the Lafora Screening Programme with a view to 
increasing the proportion of “safe” litters to at least 80% (2014 average = 68%) [achieved] 

◦ publish the results of all dogs tested, together with advice for owners and breeders [achieved] 

 Eye Disease: 

◦ complete the analysis of the screening programme for Distichiasis in Mini Longs [achieved] 

◦ promote the use of clinical eye examinations in addition to the use of DNA screening [not 
achieved] 

 Health Surveillance: 

◦ continue to promote the on-line illness and cause of death survey [achieved] 

◦ review the results of the KC’s 2014 Breed Health Survey of morbidity and mortality [not 
achieved – the KC has not published the results yet] 

◦ use the data to inform and update current Health Plans [not achieved] 

◦ conduct a Lifestyle Survey, focusing on factors related to IVDD [achieved] 

 Education and Communication: 

◦ continue to make the most up-to-date breed health information available to potential puppy 
buyers (e.g. via on-line media, magazines and Discover Dogs) [achieved] 

◦ provide regular updates on the work of the Breed Council, using a variety of on-line and off-line 
channels/media [achieved] 

◦ amend the Code of Ethics to bring it more in line with current good practice as defined by the 
KC’s assured Breeder Scheme [achieved] 

Many people reading this Annual Report will probably have visited our Health website and viewed the  
explanations of our current Health Plans.  We use the GISID* scoring tool to assess the severity of diseases, 
which helps us decide how high a priority each condition should be, in combination with what we know 
about disease prevalence.   

[* GISID: Generic Illness Severity Index for Dogs.  Proposed by Asher et al 2009.  0 = Low Severity, 16 = High Severity.]   

http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
http://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/
http://sites.google.com/site/ukdachshundhealthreport/health-plans
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You can find a slide-show summarising our current plans and progress at our Health website: here.  This 
includes: 

 IVDD 

 Lafora Disease (MWHD) 

 cord1 PRA (MLHD, MSHD, MWHD) 

 Heart Disease (WHD) 

 Epilepsy (MLHD) 

 Diabetes (SHD) 

 Distichiasis (MLHD) 

 

2.2 Health Surveillance 

Our on-line Health Survey continues to provide a source of useful data on Dachshund health issues and we 
received 76 reports during 2015; an average of 6 reports each month.  After six years and 475 submitted 
reports, the picture emerging continues to confirm our current Health Plan priorities and reinforces the data 
gathered in our Dachs-Life 2015 Health Survey. The top 5 reported conditions are summarised below and we 
are averaging 1.2 conditions reported per dog. 

 

 

 Back disease is the number one issue reported 
by owners (30 new cases) and has been No. 1 
since the survey began. 

 Cancers and Tumours are the second highest 
reported category cumulatively (8 new cases 
in 2015) and the average age of diagnosis 
being 9.0.  We continue to see  cancers are 
largely, and not unexpectedly, an issue 
associated with old age in our breed. 

 The “Other” category, which was the 3rd highest category cumulatively, includes “Death from Old 
Age” which accounted for 3 of these reports in 2015 and an average age of death of 15.8. 

 Heart disease (2 new cases) was 4th highest, with Wirehaired Dachshunds accounting for 70% of all 
reported cases in our database. 

 Neurological (non-spinal) conditions (Epilepsy and Lafora Disease primarily) are the 5th highest 
reported category in the survey, with 4 new cases in 2015.  The average age of diagnosis of Epilepsy 
5.3 was and for Lafora was 7.9. Of the 16 recorded cases of epilepsy, 9 were in Mini Longs and 6 in 
Wires. 

 

We are currently awaiting reports and analysis of the Kennel Club’s 2014 Breed Health Survey which was 
launched in November and ran until 24th December 2014.   

 

 

http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
http://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/
http://sites.google.com/site/ukdachshundhealthreport/health-plans
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DachsLife 2015 

This was our second major Breed Survey and the 
main focus was on understanding the lifestyle factors 
that might influence the risk of back disease (IVDD). 
The response rate exceeded our expectations and 
enabled us to identify some useful and surprising 
insights into the health of the breed. 
 
 
There are plenty of anecdotes and advice on how to 
rear a Dachshund to minimise the risks of back 
problems, but very little data to support any of these. 
So, when the results of the survey emerged, there 
were a few surprises. With responses for over 2000 
Dachshunds we had a good sample and were able to 
draw statistically valid conclusions. However, it is 
important to remember that “association” is not the 
same as “causation”; just because we found a 
relationship between a particular factor and IVDD, 
doesn’t prove there is a cause and effect linkage. 
 
 
Some of the results are intuitively obvious and will 
clearly support long-held views. Others contradict 
conventional wisdom and, no doubt, some people 
will be looking for reasons to discount the findings. 
However, don’t forget that we had a large sample of 
dogs and are only reporting results that were 
statistically significant. It’s also worth noting that 
89% of the dogs in the survey were purely owned as 
pets and did not belong to owners in the showing 
community. 
 
 
How many dogs had back problems? 
In total, 342 (17%) Dachshunds were reported as 
having had some degree of back problem. 104 of 
those went on to have repeat incidents. The 
proportion reporting IVDD varied depending on the 
variety (coat and size). Smooths had the highest 
(25%) reported prevalence and Wires the lowest 
(9%). There was no difference in IVDD prevalence 
between dogs and bitches. 

http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
http://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/
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However, it is important to note that IVDD is 
a particular risk between the ages of 4 and 7, so 
these figures need to be adjusted to show 
prevalence by age.  
Although there were a few cases in very young 
dogs, the majority of cases of IVDD began to 
be reported in Dachshunds over 4 years old.  
Across the whole survey population, 83% of 
the dogs had not experienced IVDD, but 40% 
of the dogs aged between 5 and 14 had 
suffered some degree of IVDD. 76% of the 
dogs that suffered some degree of IVDD had 
this diagnosed between the ages of 4 and 8. 

 
 
Many of the findings reported here are for dogs 
over the age of three, to remove the effect of 
IVDD-free young dogs in the sample. 
 
Lifestyle Factor 1: Neutering 
The odds of a neutered Dachshund suffering 
IVDD over the age of 3 is nearly double (1.8x) 
that of an entire Dachshund.  Neutering under 
the age of 12 months has higher odds of IVDD 
than neutering over the age of 1. This does not 
mean there is a cause and effect relationship 
between neutering and IVDD, but it has some 
parallels with a study of Golden Retrievers that 

showed neutered animals were more likely to suffer from Hip Dysplasia. Although the mechanism for this is 
not clear, it is easy to hypothesise about the effects of early neutering on bone development when an animal 
is not fully mature. 
 
Lifestyle Factor 2: Body condition 
In their 2013 research the Royal Veterinary College showed that dogs that were fat or obese were more likely 
to suffer with IVDD than fitter, thinner dogs. We weren’t able to replicate that finding in our survey. Even if 
being overweight doesn’t act as a risk factor for IVDD there are plenty of other reasons not to allow your 
Dachshund to get fat; as in people, heart disease and diabetes are likely risks. 
 
Lifestyle Factor 3: Activity levels 
We asked owners to describe their Dachshund’s activity level as: 

 Highly active 
 Moderately active 
 Mildly active 
 Not at all active 

 
Dogs over the age of 3 that were highly or moderately active were half as likely to have suffered an IVDD 
incident as dogs described as mildly or not at all active. This could either be a genuine effect of fitter dogs 
being less prone to IVDD, or affected dogs are now leading less active lives. 

http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
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Lifestyle Factor 4: Exercise 
Dachshunds over the age of 3 that were only exercised by being given daily free running/ playing in the 
garden were 1.8 times more likely to suffer IVDD than dogs that were taken for walks on and off the lead as 
well. This was statistically significant. 
 
Presumably, “proper walks” on and off the lead build more muscle-tone and better body condition than free-
play in the garden. 
 
Lifestyle Factor 5: Going up and down stairs 
Dachshunds over the age of 3 that were allowed to go up/down a flight of stairs every day had a lower 
probability of IVDD than those not allowed to use stairs (Odds Ratio = 0.4). This was statistically significant. 
 
This finding is interesting in light of a previous Scandinavian study (*) that showed moderate use of stairs 
reduced the risk of disc calcification whereas accompanying a cyclist increased the risk. * Occurence of 
Intervertebral Disc Calcification in the Dachshund [Journal of Veterinary Medicine, Series A, 47 (5): 283-296] 
 
Lifestyle Factor 6: Jumping on and off furniture 
Dachshunds over the age of 3 that were allowed to jump on and off furniture every day had a lower 
probability of IVDD than those not allowed to do this (Odds Ratio = 0.3). This was statistically significant. 
 
Lifestyle Factor 7: Walking in a collar vs. a harness 
Dogs over the age of 3 that were exercised wearing harnesses were 2.3 times more likely to have suffered an 
IVDD incident than those exercised in collars. This was statistically significant. This does not imply 
causation; it may simply be a reflection of the fact that dogs that have suffered IVDD may be exercised in 
harnesses in preference to collars. 
 
Dogs that pulled on the lead rather than walking to heel were no more likely to have suffered IVDD, 
irrespective of whether or not they wore a collar or a harness. 
 
Lifestyle Factor 8: Showing your Dachshund 
Dogs over the age of 3 that did not participate in KC Open or Championship shows were 3.8 times more 
likely to have suffered an IVDD incident. This was statistically significant. 
In our 2012 survey, dogs that were not shown were twice as likely to have suffered from IVDD. 
 
This effect is not related to Body Condition Score (BCS) as show and non-show dogs did not have 
significantly different proportions of dogs with a BCS >3 (ideal). 
 
Lifestyle Factor 9: Owning more than one Dachshund 
We all know that owning Dachshunds is a cumulative hobby and the good news from our survey is that it 
also reduces the risk of your dog having back problems! 
 
Dachshunds living with more than 1 other Dachshund or living with other (non-Dachshund) dogs had a 
lower risk of IVDD than Dachshunds living on their own. Living with 2 or more other Dachshunds halved 
the risk compared with those living on their own. Those living with other breeds of dog also had a lower risk. 
 
Owning several Dachshunds possibly means they spend more time playing together and self-exercising than 
those who live alone. 
 
There was no difference in IVDD prevalence if living with just 1 other Dachshund. These findings may 

http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
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support the data that suggests “show” owners’ dogs have a lower IVDD rate, as most show people typically 
keep multiple Dachshunds. 
 
Lifestyle Factor 10: Diet 
4 in 10 Dachshunds over the age of 3 were fed a Complete Diet and a further 1 in 4 were fed a combination 
of Complete/ Wet. There was no statistically significant difference in IVDD rates between any of the diets 
(complete, wet, raw, or any combination). 
 
Lifestyle Factor 11: Dietary Supplements 
Many owners give supplements such as Glucosamine and Chondroitin in the hope that they will be “good for 
backs” and “prevent joint problems”. 
 
Overall, for dogs over the age of 3, the risk of IVDD was no different between dogs receiving supplements 
and those not. In fact, dogs whose diets were supplemented with Glucosamine and Chondroitin were nearly 
twice as likely to have had an IVDD incident. This is possibly a reflection of the fact that owners give 
supplements to dogs that have already had an IVDD incident. 
 
Interestingly, dogs whose diets were supplemented with Cod Liver Oil were half as likely to have had an 
IVDD incident. 
 
What’s the best advice to help you avoid back problems? 
The fact that Dachshunds are a short-legged (chondrodystrophic) breed remains the biggest causal factor in 
IVDD because the discs in the spine calcify at a much younger age than in normal-legged breeds of dog. 
Additionally, IVDD has a strong heritability, meaning it runs in families. Dogs whose parents and other 
ancestors suffered from IVDD are much more likely also to suffer from IVDD. 
 
The Breed Council has several projects currently underway with veterinary and genetic researchers which are 
aimed at finding ways to help breeders reduce the risks associated with the genetic causes of IVDD. 
 
Nevertheless, lifestyle factors can help reduce the risks: 

 Don’t over-exercise a young puppy; allow it to mature fully and for its bones and muscles to develop 
before expecting it to be able to go on long walks (a rough guide is 5 minutes of “formal, on-lead 
exercise” daily, per month of age, in addition to allowing free playing/exercise) 

 Once fully grown (over the age of 12 months), keep your dog well-exercised and in good body 
condition (well-muscled and not overweight) 

 A mixed exercise regime on-lead and off-lead will help build good muscle-tone; they need to live their 
lives as “proper dogs” – remember their working origins, so they should be able to run and jump  

 Be very cautious of making a decision to spay or neuter your Dachshund, particularly before the age 
of 12 months; there is plenty of research evidence that neutering of males has few health benefits and 
spaying of bitches has some, but not overwhelming, health benefits 

 Feed a good quality, well-balanced, diet that helps maintain your dog at an ideal body condition (not 
fat, or thin); remember, it’s very easy not to notice your dog becoming too fat 

 
You can find all the survey results here. 
 
N.B. The content of this report does not constitute veterinary advice and owners should make decisions on 
their Dachshund’s lifestyle in conjunction with advice from their own vet. 
 
 

http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
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Dachshund Longevity 

The Kennel Club's 2004 Health Survey reported a median age of death of 12.7 (from 245 reported deaths).  

The Dachs-Life 2012 median age of death was 11.8 (from 27 dogs who died between Jan. 1st and Mar 31st).  
DachsLife 2015 did not collect any data on age or cause of death. 

A paper published in the Veterinary Journal in 2013 based on VetCompass data showed a median age of 
death of 13.5 for Miniature Dachshunds (sample of 25 dogs). 

The following data are from our on-line health reports of dogs who have died since Jan. 2010 (for our Top 5 
most frequently reported conditions): 

 The mean age of death for “old age” reports was 14.9 

 The mean age of death due to Cardiac conditions was 9.4  

 The mean age of death due to IVDD conditions was 5.8 

 The mean age of death due to Neurological (non-IVDD) conditions was 9.9  

 The mean age of death due to Cancer conditions was 10.1  

Overall, Dachshunds are a long-lived breed and therefore our surveys are likely to show up diseases of old 
age such as blindness and deafness. Conditions such as heart disease and cancers/tumours are largely 
reported as issues of old age, rather than an early-onset breed predisposition. 

Dr. Cathryn Mellersh, Head of Genetics at the Animal Health Trust, has been collaborating with a team of 
scientists at Queen Mary University on an exciting epigenetics project. The collaborators are comparing non-
inherited changes to the DNA between a short-lived breed (the Flatcoated Retriever) and a long-lived breed 
(the Dachshund). 
 
Owners of Mini Long Dachshunds provided cheek swabs for this project and Cathryn hopes to be able to 
share the early findings of this work with us shortly and thanked all those who have already submitted 
samples. 

 

2.3 Partners in Health Improvement 

For many of the conditions that we need to address, it is necessary to seek specialist advice from outside the 
Breed Council and Clubs.  We therefore work in partnership with specialists from the Animal Health Trust, 
Kennel Club and others, as necessary. 

Dr. Clare Rusbridge has continued to provide support and advice in relation to 
Lafora Disease and continues to work with Gill Key on a Progression Study of 
affected dogs.   

At the beginning of 2015 Dr. Cathryn Mellersh was nominated by the 
Miniature Dachshund Club for one of the Kennel Club’s International Health 
Awards. The International Canine Health Awards ceremony was held in 
Cambridge on 25th June. Joint winner of the International Prize was Dr. 
Cathryn Mellersh who is well-known to Dachshund owners for her ground-
breaking work on cord1 PRA. Winner of the Lifetime Achievement Award was 
Professor Sheila Crispin who has been working with the Dachshund Breed 
Council to investigate Distichiasis in Mini Longs.  

They are pictured here with Sponsor, Vernon Hill. 

http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
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Cathryn received a cheque for £20,000 and Sheila £10,000 which will be used to support their future 
research. The Breed Council Chairman attended on behalf of the Dachshund community. 
 

In May, members of the Health Sub-committee met with a group of veterinary specialists and geneticists to 
discuss our work on IVDD and to consider our future options. 

The AHT epigenetic study in collaboration with Queen Mary University is progressing and they are hoping 
that eventually they will be able to identify and predict potential health risks. In the summer Cathryn Mellersh 
asked whether there were any more Mini Longs (of any age) who could contribute a DNA cheek swab as they 
needed more samples. 

Many of our partners willingly give their time freely and we gratefully acknowledge all their support. Without 
them, we would not be able to progress our health improvement plans with such scientific and academic 
rigour. 

 

2.4 Communications 

We have three key groups of people with whom we have to communicate effectively: 

 Breed Club members (who have agreed to abide by our Code of Ethics) 

 Breeders who are not members of Breed Clubs (and who probably represent about 80% of the  
Dachshund breeders with litters listed in the KC's Breed Records Supplement) 

 Owners and potential owners of Dachshunds 

We have continued to develop our approach to communications, particularly the use of on-line groups. 

Our Facebook page has grown from 1590 followers at the end of 2014, to 2070 at the end of 2015 (an 
increase of 30%). We also share news items in numerous Dachshund Facebook Groups, many of whom have 
raised money for our Health Fund, for which we are extremely grateful. 

 

Our Health website has increased the 
number of unique visitors by 82% 
compared with 2014 and is currently 
averaging around 1700 visitors per month 
(based on a 3 month moving average).  

The main factor accounting for this increase 
was visitors viewing the progress and results 
of our DachsLife 2015 Survey. The October 
peak was when our “Surprising Insights” 
IVDD report was published. 

 

 

 

Visits to the Breed Council's website have increased by 52% in 2015 
compared with 2014 and are now running at a monthly average of just 
over 10,700.   

http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
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Our “Buying a Dachshund” page had the highest number of views of all the site's pages, with just over 
58,000 views in the year (up 62% on 2014).   

1241 copies of our pdf guide “Buying and Owning a Dachshund” were downloaded (15% up on 2014). 

 

 

Once again the Midland Dachshund Association planned and 
organised the Dachshund booths at Discover Dogs run in 
conjunction with Crufts. The Southern DA organised Discover 
Dogs London. Our Pet Advisors organised and managed the 
Stoneleigh Pet Show held at the beginning of August. We are 
extremely grateful to all the people who helped make all these 
events so successful, by bringing the dogs and sharing their 
expertise with members of the public. Our Discover Dogs 
Factsheet was downloaded 1002 times in 2014.  

 

 

Our Newsletter has been published every month 
during 2015 and now reaches a mailing list of 1394 
people (up from 1170 at the end of 2014).  On 
average, there have been 23 new subscribers to the 
Newsletter, signing-up each month.  

Details of the Newsletter and download links are 
also posted on numerous social networking groups. 

Various articles and news items have been 
produced for, and published in, Dachshund Breed 
Club Newsletters throughout the year.   

 

http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
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3. Breed Health Improvement 
 

None of what we have reported on Leadership, Planning and Communication matters if we don't actually 
achieve real health improvements that benefit the breed.  In this section of the Report we summarise what's 
been happening and what's been achieved with each of our priority health conditions and others that are on 
our “Watch List”. 

3.1 Intervertebral Disc Disease (IVDD – Back Disease) 

Back disease is reported to affect up to 1 in 4 Dachshunds.  This 
may range from relatively mild symptoms that can be cured with 
cage rest and anti-inflammatory drugs, through to paralysis which 
may require surgery, or in the worst cases, euthanasia.  It is therefore 
the single most important issue for us to address. 

All our health survey data confirms it is the most prevalent and 
serious condition affecting Dachshunds. Our 2012 and 2105 Health Surveys statistically significant 
differences in prevalence between the six varieties of Dachshund, with Smooths and Mini Smooths most at 
risk and Wires and Longs at lowest risk.   

Our current research has three main strands: 

 Further investigation of the genetic basis for IVDD 

 Evaluation of alternative screening techniques 

 Identification of “Lifestyle factors” that may predispose Dachshunds to herniations 

Additionally, we have been supporting research projects carried out at UK Veterinary Schools. 

Genetic basis for IVDD 

This project, which is being carried out by the Animal Health Trust, aims to build on the 2011 work of 
Mogensen et al.  That study used dogs with calcifications (cases) and dogs without calcifications (controls) 
and concluded that a major locus on chromosome 12 harbours genetic variations affecting the development 
of intervertebral disc calcification in Dachshunds. 

Our project is using dogs that have suffered herniations in the lumbar region between the ages of 4 and 7 
(cases) and dogs over the age of 12 that have never suffered back problems.  This is a significant difference 
from the Mogensen study, which looked at calcifications, not herniations.  We collected DNA swabs from 50 
controls and 50 cases and the first part of the project started in the Summer of 2014. Here, the Animal Health 
Trust is looking at Chromosome 12 to see if they can find similar differences to that found by Mogensen 

In February 2015 we received the initial AHT results of their investigation of Chromosome 12. 
Unfortunately, they were not been able to find a correlation between the Chromosome 12 region identified 
by Danish researchers and our "herniated" cases vs Controls. 
 
Clearly, it's a disappointing result for us, but we always knew there were risks because we were testing a 
slightly different hypothesis to the Danes. 
 
Cathryn Mellersh (Head of Molecular Genetics, AHT) said "We think one likely explanation is that herniation is 
more complex than calcification, in that calcification is a risk factor, but on top of that there are additional risk factors, which 
may be genetic and/or environmental. Because our cases were dogs with herniated discs (as opposed to calcified discs specifically) 
they represented a mixture of all the risk factors, and this meant we weren't able to detect an association with the markers on 
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chromosome 12." 
 
"Moving forward we think the most appropriate next step is to undertake a genome-wide scan that will involve typing a set of 
cases and controls for around 200,000 markers spanning the dogs’ DNA to try to identify a region of the canine DNA 
associated with IVDD. For this genome scan we need to ensure that we have a robust set of cases, so we will work with a 
neurologist to review cases to create a tight case definition, as we have previously done for complex conditions in the dog, such as 
epilepsy." 
 
We all know that IVDD has a high heritability, so we agree with Cathryn Mellersh's recommendation that 
further work would be worthwhile. This issue is far too important for the breed's health for us not to explore 
it further using the technology available. Lots of people will be disappointed but, as Einstein said "if we knew 
the answers, it wouldn't be called research, would it?". 
 
Thank you to all the Dachshund owners who contributed DNA swabs for this initial research and also to 
those who have helped raise funds to pay for this work. 

Alternative screening techniques 

We have been following the development of various X-Ray 
screening programmes which have been implemented by 
various Dachshund Clubs in the US, Scandinavia and elsewhere. 
All of these are based on research published in numerous papers 
that show the risk of IVDD is correlated with the number of 
calcifications identified by X-Ray in dogs around the age of 24 
months. 

During 2015, members of the Health Subcommittee met twice with specialists to review the evidence and to 
identify viable options for screening in the UK. At the time of writing, we are still in discussions to define a 
UK programme which would have the following aims: 

 To gather data on disc calcifications in UK breeding Dachshunds that owners can use to help make 
informed decisions to reduce the risk of IVDD 

 To conduct a progression study of these dogs using data on lifestyle and health outcomes that will 
help inform future breeding recommendations and strategies 

 To build the capability for future screening programmes using CT and/or DNA techniques and the 
development of Estimated Breeding Values 

 
The components of the programme would include: 
 

 X-ray screening of dogs/bitches who will be used for breeding (with an expectation that Mini 
Smooths will be the most represented) - at 10-15 veterinary referral practices around the UK 

 CT scanning of a subset of these dogs to allow a comparison of the 2 methods (the cost of CT is 
coming down and it's a better diagnostic tool which could be adopted in the future) 

 Initial scoring of calcifications by one of the Scandinavian specialists, to be published on an open 
online registry 

 Collecting cheek swabs for future DNA research (building on our current work with the AHT and 
the Mogensen research of 2011) 

 Collecting lifestyle data (diet, exercise) 
 Photographing each dog and measuring its length/height and Body Condition (building on the RVC’s 

work, published in 2013) 
 Annual follow-up questionnaires to identify any IVDD issues 
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Lifestyle factors 

 
In 2013, Packer et al (from the Royal Veterinary College) published a paper demonstrating a link between the 
length:height proportions of Dachshunds and their risk of suffering from IVDD (this study looked at disk 
extrusions, not calcifications). The conclusion was that longer-bodied and shorter-legged Dachshunds were 
more at risk than those of more moderate proportions. 

This research has informed and reinforced our education programme for breeders and judges to select for 
more moderate conformation. 

However, the study also identified body condition as a significant risk factor; namely dogs that were over-
weight or obese were also more likely to suffer disk extrusions.  We therefore conducted a Lifestyle Survey of 
Dachshunds in 2015. This survey was developed with the support of the Royal Veterinary College. We have 
summarised the main findings above (Health Surveillance) and the full report is available on our Health 
website. 

 

Advice for breeders 

IVDD is clearly one of the serious health conditions where breeders should not knowingly breed from 
bitches, or use dogs at stud, if it is likely that their puppies will be affected by IVDD.  Our Code of Ethics 
Guidance makes this clear. 

Download the Breed Council's information sheet on IVDD here. 

3.2 Lafora Disease 

The Kennel Club and Breed Clubs donated funds to subsidise a research 
programme aimed at developing a test that would identify those miniature wire 
haired dachshunds that are Affected, Carriers or Clear of Lafora Disease. 
 
In 2015 we held 2 screening sessions and we now have test results from over 600 
dogs (including the “Not Affected” results obtained prior to development of the 
full-spectrum test). Cumulatively, the results shown an incidence of around: 
 

 11% affected 

 33% carrier 

 56% clear 
 
The Kennel Club has now officially accepted the test and all the results are recorded on their database so that 
puppy buyers can check the status of the puppy they are considering, based on the test results of the parents.  
With effect from 1st January 2015, the test moved from being “recommended” for Assured Breeders, to a 
“requirement”.  It remains extremely complex to conduct this test and it is not a quick turnaround test. 
 
The pet community have continued to campaign to raise awareness, thanks to Gill Key’s efforts, and we keep 
an eye on pets for sale websites. All of our activities are focused on reducing the risk of more Lafora affected 
dogs being bred and educating buyers to avoid buying puppies from litters with untested parents. 
 
We regularly e-mail those advertising Mini Wire puppies to ask if they are tested and we still have people 
saying either they did not know about it, or they have been “reliably” told it is “not an issue.” 
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There are still some breeders who are not engaged with the testing and the KC’s Breed Records Supplements 
show that there are still unsafe combinations of untested dogs and bitches being used. 
 
We have approximately £10,000 left to subsidise testing and we estimate that this will allow us to support 
another 130 dogs at the current level of subsidy.  Application forms for future testing sessions can be 
obtained from Sue Holt or Nora Price: 
 
Susan.Holt@talktalk.net and pn.price274@btinternet.com 
 
 
Breed Records Supplement Litter Registration Data 
 
The Lafora Screening Team has continued to analyse the litter registrations from the KC's Breed Records 
Supplement.  In the Autumn 2015 Quarter, 88% of the litters bred were "Safe"; i.e. will not contain Affected 
puppies.  Our Probability Model suggests that, of the puppies born in the Autumn Quarter, 14 can be 
expected to be Lafora Affected.   

 

An "unsafe" mating is one where any of the puppies 
could be Lafora Affected.  "Safe" litters have 
puppies that are either Lafora Clear or Carriers. 
There's a clear message for potential Mini Wire 
puppy buyers here: ask for the test results of both 
parents of any puppy you are considering buying 
and check out the WHDC results database.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Lafora mutation reduction 
 
We are continuing to monitor the test results to see 
whether there is any evidence of reductions in mutation 
frequency in the MW population. We have therefore 
calculated the mutation frequency in the last 7 batches of 
test results. The chart shows the data which is quite 
variable from batch to batch and a trend line which does 
suggest some improvement is being achieved.  
 
These results are in the last 7 test batches, not the whole tested population which shows a more modest 
reduction (0.34 in March 2013 to 0.30 by October 2015). 
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Advice for breeders 

We have tried to keep everyone informed of the situation through our regular Newsletters and all our updates 
have been reported in Breed Notes in the dog press and on our websites.  We will continue to maintain our 
Lafora communication campaign to ensure everyone can make the most informed decisions about buying or 
breeding. 

Lafora Disease is clearly one of the serious health conditions where breeders should not knowingly breed 
from bitches, or use dogs at stud, if it is likely that their puppies will be affected by Lafora.  Our Code of 
Ethics Guidance makes this clear. 

Download the Breed Council's information sheet here. 

Download a pictorial guide to the genetics of Lafora Disease here. 

Download “How to breed out Lafora Disease in three generations” here. 
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3.3 PRA cord1 Retinal Degeneration 

The cord1 PRA mutation was originally identified in MLHDs in 2005 and their 
breeders have been making use of the DNA test ever since.  In 2008, MSHDs were 
added to the screening requirement and MWHDs were added in 2011.  The 
following chart shows the number of tests now carried out in each variety; a total of 
7417 in total. 

 

While take-up of tests is important, what we are really interested in is the impact testing is having on the 
frequency of the cord1 mutation in the Dachshund population. 

 

In MLHDs, the mutation frequency has dropped to 0.17 and we are now seeing an average of only 3% of 
dogs testing as “Affected”; down from 18% in 2005.  Half of all MLHDs tested in the past three years have 
been “Clear” of the cord1 mutation and nearly 3000 are Hereditarily Clear. 
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In MSHDs, the mutation frequency started at a higher level than in MLHDs and has now dropped to 0.28 
and we saw 5% “Affected” dogs from tests in 2015; down from 27% in 2007. 

 

In MWHDs, there are fewer test results to review and the proportion of “Affected” dogs is known to be 
much lower than in the other two varieties. No dogs were tested as “Affected” in 2015.  Given the low 
mutation frequency, there may be a case for asking the KC to downgrade cord1 testing for MWHD from a 
“Requirement” to a “Recommendation”. 

The Miniature Dachshund Club, on behalf of the Breed Council, monitors cord1 test results reported in the 
KC's Breed Records Supplement and identifies all breeders who have produced litters where there are cord1 
Affected puppies.  Since we believe there is no excuse for breeding with untested dogs and producing 
Affected puppies, the KC is then asked to send an advisory/warning letter to these breeders. 

 

Advice for breeders 

Under the Assured Breeder Scheme cord1 testing is a requirement for all three varieties of Miniature 
Dachshund.   

Download the Breed Council's information sheet here. 

Download a pictorial guide to the genetics of cord1 PRA here. 

http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
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3.4 Distichiasis in MLHD 

As part of the cord1 PRA research carried out in 2010 by the AHT, approximately 80 MLHDs were clinically 
screened for eye disease and, of these, 42% were found to have Distichiasis.  Extra eye lashes growing from 
the margin of the eye-lid may cause irritation or scarring of the cornea and excess tearing from the eyes.  This 
is probably the most common canine hereditary eye condition.  

Since we have been made aware of these findings, the Miniature Dachshund Club has taken responsibility, on 
behalf of the Breed Council, for investigating the condition and recommending a course of action.  An initial 
research screening exercise was carried out at the 2013 Houndshow.  This was offered free of charge to 
owners of MLHDs and was funded jointly by the Breed Council, Miniature DC and Long-haired DC.  Two 
further screening sessions were carried out in 2014 and the results were analysed by Prof. Crispin. She 
reported: 

“There is information for 79 dogs, 65 mini longs and 14 mini wires.  There is evidence of distichiasis in 52 (80%) of the mini 
longs and 2 (14%) of the mini wires. There is evidence of some degree of clinical concern/relevance in 10 of the mini longs (which 
is 19.2% of the affected mini longs & 12.6% of all the mini longs examined). The degree of clinical ‘concern’ varies from 
‘slightly wet eyes’ to quite severe irritation with a history of conjunctivitis. To me, this indicates a not insignificant problem, with 
the majority of dogs having extra lashes, but more importantly about 1 in 10 of those dogs having some level of undesirable 
consequence.” 

The recommendation from Prof. Crispin is that Mini Long breeders should be using the clinical eye 
examination to check their dogs. She has advised the BVA that panellists should be particularly aware of this 
issue in ML Dachshunds. She has also said that further discussion should take place to review advice on 
whether affected dogs should be bred from. 

In an ideal world we would have a DNA test to help screen for Distichiasis, but, at the moment, its exact 
mode of inheritance is unknown. 

 

Advice for breeders 

A clinical eye examination will quickly determine if the condition is present and this is recommended for all 
breeding stock.   

Details of eye clinics around the UK are available from the Kennel Club's website: here. 

Download the Breed Council's information sheet here. 
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3.5 Watch List 

There are two conditions which are currently on our “Watch List”: 

 Cardiac disorders in WHDs 

 Epilepsy in MLHDs 

 

Both of these were identified in Dachs-Life 2012 as being of statistical significance compared with the same 
conditions in other varieties of Dachshund.  In DachsLife 2015 0.6% of Dachshunds were reported with 
heart conditions, excluding murmurs. Murmurs were reported in 3.6% of dogs, with Wires reporting the 
highest prevalence (7.8%) and Smooths second highest (6.3%). However, the average age of these dogs was 
over 9 and no further WHD Cardiac cases were reported in our online survey during 2015. No further action 
has been taken in relation to these conditions in Wires. 

 

Although Epilepsy in MLHDs is discussed in the breed, we have too few reports to be able to draw 
significant conclusions. Mini Longs reported 4 times the prevalence (3.9%) of Epilepsy than any of the other 
varieties in our DachsLife 2015 survey. While breeders “sweep this under the carpet”, it will be difficult to 
establish an effective course of action. At its November meeting, the Breed Council agreed to set up an open, 
online registry of affected dogs to encourage reporting of epilepsy by owners. It is hoped this will put more 
information in the public domain to help expose the extent of any problem. 

The Royal Veterinary College has developed an app for mobile phones and tablet devices that allows dog 
owners to record seizure activity and medication requirements for their dogs. This should help in managing 
this condition.  The RVC is also carrying out research on how dogs on anti-epileptic drugs walk.  

 

A few breeders have made use of the DNA test for Osteogenesis Imperfecta (Brittle Bone Disease) which we 
were made aware of in 2013.  None of these results show the dogs to be carriers of the mutation and our 
recommendation remains the same: the test should primarily be used if people are considering importing a 
Dachshund from Germany where the prevalence of OI is highest. 
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3.6 Breed Health Improvement – Conformation 

The Dachshund Breed Standard 

The General Appearance clause says... Moderately long and low with no exaggeration, compact, well muscled 
body, with enough ground clearance to allow free movement. Height at the withers should be half the length 
of the body, measured from breastbone to the rear of thigh. 

The RVC paper (2013) primarily used Back Length (BL) as a key measurement, whereas our Breed Standard 
quotes Body Length. We therefore asked respondents to our DachsLife 2015 survey to measure their dogs so 
we could see if there was any relationship between dogs’ proportions and IVDD risks. 

We asked respondents to measure their Dachshund's length and height. 
The 3 measurements were: 

 Total length (TL) - A-B in the diagram 

 Body length (BL) - C-E in the diagram 

 Height at the withers (HW) - C-D in the diagram 

 

The UK Breed Standard asks for a TL:HW ratio of 2:1. The mean TL:HW ratio in the surveyed dogs was 
2.02, with a median of 1.98. 

The chart shows the proportion of dogs over 3 years old 
with IVDD for each BL:HW Ratio between 1.3 and 2.2. 

There is no indication that longer/lower dogs have a 
higher prevalence of IVDD. Our data has not been able to 
confirm the RVC’s findings about longer/lower dogs 
being at more risk of IVDD. However, there was almost 
certainly less consistency in how the measurements were 
taken by respondents in our survey. This may have had an 
impact on the reliability of the results. 

N.B. This data excludes BL:HW ratios with fewer than 15 dogs. N = 905  
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3.7 Breed Health Improvement – Genetics and Diversity 

The Kennel Club has published the results of a major research study which used their pedigree database to 
investigate the genetic diversity of UK-registered pedigree dogs. The study examined pedigrees of dogs 
registered between 1980 and 2014. 
 
This report contains a summary of the results presented for the six varieties of Dachshund. For simplicity of 
presentation, data has been rounded. 
 
Terminology 
 
There are some key terms which readers need to understand in relation to the KC paper. 
 
Inbreeding 
This is the mating of related individuals and, in a closed population, such as pedigree dogs, is inevitable to 
some extent. It is increased when breeders use selection for particular traits, or when a small number of stud 
dogs are used regularly. 
 
Coefficient of Inbreeding (COI) 
This is a measure of risk. It identifies the probability that two genes, inherited from each parent are identical 
by descent. The more inbred a dog (or population) the higher will be the COI value and the more likely that 
two harmful genes will come together to produce puppies with inherited defects. With many imported dogs 
the KC only has 3 generation pedigrees and this is likely to result in COI calculations which underestimate 
the true degree of inbreeding and common ancestors. 
 
Effective Population Size (EPS) 
This is the number of breeding animals in an idealised, hypothetical population that  
would be expected to show the same rate of loss of genetic diversity (rate of inbreeding) as the breed in 
question. It may be thought of as the size of the ‘gene pool’ of the breed. The lower the EPS, the more 
vulnerable the breed is because of its reduced genetic diversity. An effective population size of below 50 
(inbreeding rate of 1.0% per generation) indicates the future of the breed many be considered to be at risk. 
There is no correlation between the number of dogs registered and a breed's EPS; numerically strong breeds 
can have low EPS values and breeds with relatively few registrations can have higher EPS values. 
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Smooth-haired Dachshunds 
 
The breed has seen a reduction in registrations almost continuously since 1980. The trend reported by the 
KC is 5 fewer dogs registered per year on average. While this might not seem like many, cumulatively, over 25 
years annual registrations have dropped from over 350 to around 150. 
 

 
Generation interval: the average age (in years) of 
parents at the birth of offspring which themselves 
go on to reproduce is 4. 
 
Inbreeding coefficients increased to around 10% 
by 2000 and have remained around that level ever 
since. Given that the population has been 
declining, it is encouraging to note that COI levels 
have not increased at the same time. 
 
The estimated effective population size is 59.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
It appears that the extensive use of popular dogs as sires which was evident in the 80s and 90s has eased a 
little in the past five years. 
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Long-haired Dachshunds 
 
The breed has seen a reduction in registrations almost continuously since 1980. The trend reported by the 
KC is 10 fewer dogs registered per year on average. While this might not seem like many, cumulatively, over 
25 years annual registrations have dropped from over 500 to less than 150. 
 

 
Generation interval: the average age (in years) of parents at the 
birth of offspring which themselves go on to reproduce is 4. 
 
Inbreeding coefficients increased steadily to around 14% by 2000 
and have remained around that level ever since. Given that the 
population has been declining, it is a concern to note that COI 
levels have not decreased in recent years. 
 
The estimated effective population size is 40, which is well below 
the 50 level that many geneticists consider to put a population at 
risk.  
 
 

 
 
It appears that the extensive use of popular dogs as sires which was evident in the 90s has eased a little but 
this still has to be a point of concern for the breed, given its declining popularity. 
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Wire-haired Dachshunds 
 
The breed has seen an increase in registrations almost continuously since 1980. The trend reported by the KC 
is 5 more dogs registered per year on average. While this might not seem like many, cumulatively, over 25 
years annual registrations have risen from around 150 to 350. 
 

 
Generation interval: the average age (in years) of parents 
at the birth of offspring which themselves go on to 
reproduce is 4. 
 
Inbreeding coefficients increased steadily to around 12% 
by 1995 and have steadily reduced to around 6% now. 
The breed has seen numerous imports over that period 
with US, European and Scandinavian bloodlines being 
added to the gene pool. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The estimated effective population size is 298, which is well above all the other Dachshund varieties.  
 
There appears to be extensive use of popular dogs as sires in this breed and that has been a consistent feature 
since the mid-80s.  
 
This may also be a reflection of the relatively large number of imported males which have been widely used at 
stud. We do therefore need to be cautious when interpreting the data on COI as the KC pedigrees of these 
dogs often only cover three generations. This would result in a lower COI value than would be calculated 
from a more extended pedigree. 
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Miniature Smooth-haired Dachshunds 
 
The breed has seen an increase in registrations almost continuously since 2001. The trend reported by the KC 
is 65 more dogs registered per year on average. This is an average for the 35 years reported and 
underestimates the rate of increase since 2001. Over the last 15 years annual registrations have increased from 
about 1100 to around 3000 which is an average increase of nearly 160 p.a. 

 
Generation interval: the average age (in years) of parents 
at the birth of offspring which themselves go on to 
reproduce is 3. This means Mini Smooths are typically 
having litters a year younger than the three Standard 
varieties. 
 
Inbreeding coefficients increased to around 11% by 2001 
but have declined steadily to around 7.5% now.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The estimated effective population size is 98.  
 
It appears that the extensive use of popular dogs as sires has increased, particularly in the past 10 years. The 
most used stud dogs produced 2-3 times as many puppies as any of the Standard variety studs. 
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Miniature Long-haired Dachshunds 
 
The breed has seen a reduction in registrations almost continuously since 1995. The trend reported by the 
KC is 21 fewer dogs registered per year on average. While this might not seem like many, cumulatively, over 
25 years annual registrations have dropped from over 2000 to less than 800. 

 
 
Generation interval: the average age (in years) of parents at 
the birth of offspring which themselves go on to reproduce 
is 4. 
 
Inbreeding coefficients increased steadily to around 8% by 
2000 and have remained between 7% and 8% ever since. 
Given that the population has been declining, it will be 
important that COI values do not increase, although this is 
likely to be difficult. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The estimated effective population size is 90, which is close to a sustainable level.    
 
There appears to be extensive use of popular dogs as sires in this breed, albeit not at the level seen in Mini 
Smooths. In a breed with declining registrations, this could be a point of concern for breeders. 
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Miniature Wire-haired Dachshunds 
 
The breed has seen registrations fluctuate between 600 and 900 since the early 80s, although there has been a 
decline in popularity from a peak in 2008 to today. This may be attributable to concerns over the presence of 
Lafora Disease in the breed. Hopefully, now there is a reliable DNA test available, puppy buyers will able to 
be more confident about choosing this variety of Dachshund. The trend reported by the KC is 8 more dogs 
registered per year on average over the 25 year period.  

 
Generation interval: the average age (in years) of 
parents at the birth of offspring which themselves 
go on to reproduce is 3. 
 
Inbreeding coefficients increased steadily to 
around 13% by 2000 and have reduced to around 
8% now, although they were relatively steady 
around 11% until 2012. The breed has seen 
several imports over that period with 
Scandinavian bloodlines, in particular, being added 
to the gene pool. As with Wires, for many 
imported dogs the KC only has 3 generation 
pedigrees and this is likely to result in COI 
calculations which underestimate the true degree 
of inbreeding.  
 
 
 

 
 
The estimated effective population size is 110, which could be considered to be a relatively safe level in order 
to maintain a viable population.  
 
There appears to be extensive use of popular dogs as sires in this breed and that has been a consistent feature 
since the mid-80s.  
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Summary 
 

Variety Trend in KC 
Registrations 
p.a. 

Generation Interval 
(years) 

COI % 
(2014) 

EPS Popular 
Sires 

Smooth -5 4 10 59  

Long -10 4 14 40  

Wire 5 4 6 298  

Mini 
Smooth 

65 3 7.5 98  

Mini Long -21 4 8 90  

Mini Wire 8 3 8 110  

 

Colour-coding in the Summary Table: 
 
Registrations: Red = declining, Amber = broadly static, Green = increasing 
COI: Red = >12.5%, Amber = 6.25-12.5%, Green = < 6.25% 
EPS: Red = <50, Amber = 51-100, Green = >100 
Popular Sires: Red = “extensive use”, Amber = “some reduction in use” (taken from the KC report 

 
Declining registrations and low Effective Population Sizes are points of concern for the Smooth and Long-
haired varieties. High average COI levels are also a point of concern for Longs.  
Declining registrations and the overall trend in COI when taken with extensive use of “popular sires” are 
points of concern for the Miniature Long-haired variety. 
While low levels of inbreeding and a high EPS in Wires are positive features from this analysis, a point of 
concern is the extensive use of popular sires which could have a longer-term detrimental effect on genetic 
diversity. 
It remains to be seen whether the decline in registrations of Mini Wires which began in 2008 will continue 
now that a Lafora DNA test is available. Points of concern are the moderately high average COI levels and 
the extensive use of popular sires. 
 
Further information 
 
Note: The graphs are from the KC’s reports on each breed. The vertical axis scale is not the same on each 
graph and they don’t necessarily start at zero. 
 
A peer-reviewed paper outlining general trends and points of interest is available from the online journal 
Canine Genetics and Epidemiology (http://www.cgejournal.org/) and reports for the 6 Dachshund varieties 
are featured on the Kennel Club website as well as a Q&A document and infographics 
http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/vets-researchers/publications,-statistics-and-health-results/breed-
population-analyses    
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Advice for owner of bitches being bred from 

Matings between a Sire and Dam that result in offspring whose CoI is lower than the breed average will help 
contribute to a reduction in the breed's CoI and are therefore to be preferred over matings that produce 
offspring whose CoI exceeds the current breed average CoI. 

The Breed Council will be monitoring changes in each Dachshund variety's Coefficient of Inbreeding over 
time and strongly encourages breeders to make use of Mate Select to help inform their breeding strategies.   

The Dachshund Breed Council has produced an Introductory Guide to Genetics which you can download 
here. 

We have also published pictorial guides on the genetics of Lafora Disease and 
cord1 PRA.  These show the combinations of matings between Clear, Carrier and 
Affected dogs which are safe and those which should not be done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advice for owners of Stud Dogs 

Owners of stud dogs should carefully consider the desirability, whenever possible, of ensuring that potential 
sires are carefully screened for any known genetic defects prior to being used at stud. The responsible stud 
dog owner will not permit widespread use of a young male until there has been adequate opportunity to study 
the offspring that are produced during his initial period at stud. Once a young sire's performance has been 
evaluated and the potential for him to pass on genetic defects has been assessed a decision can then be made 
as to whether he can be used more extensively at stud.  

The KC's Mate Select can be used to identify the expected Coefficient of Inbreeding of any planned mating.  
Matings that result in litters with a COI higher than the current breed average will, in general, contribute to a 
reduction in the breed's genetic diversity and are therefore undesirable. 

The FCI's guidance on breeding says “As a general recommendation no dog should have more offspring than equivalent to 
5% of the number of puppies registered in the breed population during a five-year period.” 
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3.8 Breed Health Progress Summary 

Our progress summary is shown in the chart below which tracks performance on the Health Matrices against 
each condition's GISID (Severity) score.  The full Health Plan presentation is here. 
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4. Priorities for 2016 
 

The Breed Council will focus on the following priority activities in 2015: 

 

 Back Disease (IVDD):  

◦ Progress the actions required to establish a UK screening programme 

◦ Continue to provide education to owners on lifestyle factors that can help reduce the risks of 
IVDD 

 Lafora Disease: 

◦ continue to promote, subsidise and roll-out the Lafora Screening Programme with a view to 
increasing the proportion of “safe” litters to at least 90% (2015 average = 85%) 

◦ continue to support the work of Dr. Minassian’s to develop potential treatments for Lafora 

◦ publish the results of all dogs tested, together with advice for owners and breeders 

 Eye Disease: 

◦ promote the use of clinical eye examinations in addition to the use of DNA screening 

 Health Surveillance: 

◦ continue to promote the on-line illness and cause of death survey 

◦ review the results of the KC’s 2014 Breed Health Survey of morbidity and mortality 

◦ use the data to inform and update current Health Plans 

 Education and Communication: 

◦ continue to make the most up-to-date breed health information available to potential puppy 
buyers (e.g. via on-line media, magazines and Discover Dogs) 

◦ provide regular updates on the work of the Breed Council, using a variety of on-line and off-line 
channels/media 

 

These are our priorities; in addition, we expect to continue to carry out the many other activities that are 
already under way. 
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