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Chairman’s  
summary

Intervertebral Disc Disease (IVDD)

Dachshunds have short legs. The gene that causes this, mutated 

thousands of years ago and is found in a number of other dog breeds.  

Not all breeds with short legs have IVDD, though, which points to an 

inherited cause, and research continues to discover the genetics of this 

serious condition. Work published in 2009 suggested that the gene for 

short legs was on chromosome 18.

Researchers from the University of California, Davies, have now 

published the discovery of a second dwarfing gene that they found on 

chromosome 12. In their paper they say that this gene is associated with 

dwarfism and also chondrodystrophy, which may be the cause of IVDD 

in Dachshunds. All Dachshunds are homozygotes for the gene on 

chromosome 18 – hence the short legs, but the key question now is 

what proportion have the mutated copy of the version on chromosome 

12. Interestingly, the work that was published by Morgensen in 2011 on 

the genetic association of calcified discs in Dachshunds suggested that 

disc calcification was associated with an area also found chromosome 

12.

Cathryn Mellersh at the AHT has genetic samples from their previous 

work on IVDD and chromosome 12 and she is going to use these to 

discover more about the new gene. The Breed Council will help fund this 

important work. 

Roger Sainsbury BVM&S, MRCVS
Chairman, Health Committee

The Kennel Club Charitable Trust 
have given a grant to support the 
IVDD screening programme and a 
number of other people are also 
raising money for this work. This 
means that some further 
subsidised testing can now be 
offered.
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Chairman’s  
summary

Lafora Disease

There was an interesting paper in the online Plos One journal describing 

the veterinary and medical collaboration on Lafora disease. It is very 

similar, though worse, in human children who usually die before they 

get to their 20th birthday. This collaboration should help with the 

development of treatment for both dogs and humans. Gill Key, one of 

our pet advisors, has been involved in data collection for studies on this. 

38 dogs were tested in March and 28 were clear, 8 were carriers and 2 

were affected. 23 dogs were tested in September and 16 were clear, 7 

were carriers and none were affected. 

PRA

The Give A Dog A Genome project was going to carry out sequencing 

on a Dachshund with IVDD because of the importance of this condition 

to the breed. A new paper on the second PRA gene means that a lot of 

work is now going to be carried out on this particular aspect of the 

disease. They have identified 4 Dachshunds (3 Mini Wires and one Mini 

Long) that have PRA that is not caused by any of the known mutations.  

Sequencing one of these instead of the IVDD case could result in the 

identification of the mutation causing these PRA cases - and might also 

lead to a DNA test.

Roger Sainsbury BVM&S, MRCVS
Chairman, Health Committee

CRD (NPHP4) occurs in 
Scandinavia as the name –
Norwegian Day Blindness –
suggests. Mutation levels for this 
disease in the UK are very low and 
the AHT have increased 
turnaround for this test to 2 to 3 
weeks because of this. It is 
important, though, that, testing of 
dogs imported from Scandinavia 
should be carried out.



Leadership
In this section:
• Health Committee
• Contacts
• Pet Advisers’ 

Report
• Health Fund
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Health Committee Members of the Sub-

committee are:

Roger Sainsbury BVM&S 

MRCVS (Chairman), 

Helen Geeson, 

Sue Holt, 

Dawn Norton, 

Nora Price, 

Ian Seath and 

Judy Squires.  

In addition, Gill Key, 

Charlotte Baldwin and 

Aimée Thomas are Pet 

Advisers to the 

Committee.

Other Clubs and 

individuals take the lead 

on specific projects within 

our Health Plan; for 

example the Wirehaired 

Dachshund Club leads on 

Lafora Disease and the 

Miniature Dachshund 

Club leads on cord1 PRA 

and Distichiasis.
The Breed Council represents the 
interests of sixteen UK Dachshund 
Breed Clubs and has appointed a 
Health Committee to develop 
policies and coordinate plans for 
breed health improvement.

Interactive breed
health timeline

Charlotte Baldwin and Aimée
Thomas joined the Pet 
Advisor team in 2017.

https://trello.com/b/DYPtQKqR/uk-dachshund-breed-health-timeline
https://trello.com/b/DYPtQKqR/uk-dachshund-breed-health-timeline
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Contacts

Secretary Chairman

Pauline Kerslake
01904 471488

E: secretary@dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk

Ian Seath
T: 01628 529936

E: chairman@dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk

Treasurer Health Committee Chairman

Katherine Herrington
T: 01904 761903

E: treasurer@dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk

Roger Sainsbury BVM&S MRCVS
T: 01872 279226

E: chairman@dachshundhealth.org.uk

www.dachshundhealth.org.uk

The Breed Council’s Health website 

www.dachshund-ivdd.uk

The Breed Council’s IVDD website

https://www.facebook.com/groups/VI

TALDachshundIVDD/

Our IVDD Facebook Support Group

www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk

The Breed Council’s website and blog

https://www.facebook.com/The-

Dachshund-Breed-Council-UK-

118521654856320/

Our Facebook page.

mailto:secretary@dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk
mailto:chairman@dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk
mailto:chairman@dachshundhealth.org.uk
http://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/
http://www.dachshund-ivdd.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/VITALDachshundIVDD/
http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Dachshund-Breed-Council-UK-118521654856320/
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Pet Advisers’ report The 3 Pet Advisers respond to numerous social media posts 

daily, with factual information including DBC weblinks about 

health, welfare, responsible ownership and purchase, as well 

as supporting fundraising, social and education events. Three 

key concerns are:

1. IVDD: in 2017 an average of 3 new cases were reported 

every week on the DBC’s Dachshund IVDD UK Facebook 

group. We are pushing to raise awareness of symptoms, 

screening and the importance of insurance/own funding 

to support possible treatment. 

2. Exponential increase in demand (particularly miniature 

smooths) and increase in internet adverts for puppy 

farmed and other poorly bred dogs to supply it. ‘I only 

want a pet’ article written and widely shared.  

3. ‘Rare’ colour dilute puppies, produced by breeders from 

other popular breeds who claim the dogs will not 

develop Colour Dilution Alopecia as they mature. Work is 

underway to gather more reliable stats on CDA incidence 

in Dachshunds. 
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Pet Advisers’ report Charlotte Baldwin runs the ‘Dedicated to Dachshunds with 

IVDD’ charity. 

Since launch in June 2016, nearly £31,000 has been donated 

by pet owners: supporting 140 IVDD dachshunds by providing 

13 wheelchairs for permanently paralysed dogs and 101 

strollers on loan during conservative rest or surgical recovery 

period. 

Caldicot Castle Dedicated to Dachshunds Fun Day featured on BBC’s 

The One Show in November 2017, raising awareness of IVDD. 

Gill Key, Charlotte Baldwin and Aimée
Thomas are Pet Advisers to the 
Health Committee.
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Health Fund

During the year, the Health Fund 

supported several projects, 

including:

• Subsidies for IVDD screening

• Printing of educational leaflets 

for seminars, awareness-raising 

events and Discover Dogs

• Subsidies for Eye screening

We are grateful to everyone who 

has raised funds for us during 

2017. Just some of those who 

have run campaigns for us include:

• “Little Legs” – Lisa Roylance and 

Carley Denton

• The Dachshund Club Loose 

Change Challenge

• The Sausage Army (calendar)

• Devoted to Dachshunds (Xmas 

cards)

• Dachshunds 2018 – Nadine 

Miles (calendar)

At the end of 2017, the Health 

Fund balance was £29,000. This 

includes approx. £15,000 ring-

fenced for IVDD.

Funding for Lafora screening is 

managed by the Wirehaired 

Dachshund Club who subsidised

around 60 tests during 2017 

(~£4500).

We are grateful to the KC 

Charitable Trust for their grants of 

£7000 for each of the next 3 years 

to support our IVDD screening 

programme.

The Breed Council is in the process 
of establishing a registered charity 
to support its health activities. 

6  Trustees have been appointed 
and we are awaiting approval from 
the Charity Commission.



Planning
In this section:
• 2017 priorities
• Registration trends
• Health surveillance
• Partners
• Communications
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2017 Priorities

Back Disease (IVDD): 

• Publicise the UK screening programme and recruit participants – partially achieved

• Continue to provide education to owners on lifestyle factors that can help reduce the risks of IVDD - achieved

Lafora Disease:

• Continue to promote, subsidise and roll-out the Lafora Screening Programme with a view to increasing the proportion of 
“safe” litters to at least 95% (2017 average = 92%) – not achieved

• Continue to support the work of Dr. Minassian’s to develop potential treatments for Lafora - achieved

Eye Disease:

• Promote the use of clinical eye examinations in addition to the use of DNA screening so that conditions such as Distichiasis 
can be diagnosed – partially achieved

Health Surveillance:

• Continue to promote the on-line illness, epilepsy and cause of death surveys - achieved

Education and Communication:

• Continue to make the most up-to-date breed health information available to potential puppy buyers (e.g. via on-line media, 
magazines and Discover Dogs) - achieved

• Provide regular updates on the work of the Breed Council, using a variety of on-line and off-line channels/media - achieved

• Launch a more user-friendly health website - achieved

In addition to these priorities, the 
Breed Council continued to carry 
out numerous other initiatives.
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2017 Plan
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Registration trends 
(Miniatures)

The inexorable rise in popularity of Mini Smooths saw a 33% 
increase in registrations between 2015 and 2016. They are 
now the 11th most popular KC registered breed (up from 
16th in 2015).

In the Miniatures, the Mini Smooths have increased by about 
400%. Mini Longs have declined by about 40% while the Mini 
Wires have remained roughly static since 1999 (based on the 
linear trend line).

The chart shows the registration 
trends since 1999. 2017 is for 3 
Quarters only.
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Registration trends 
(Standards)

In the Standards, the Smooths and Longs have each declined 
in popularity by about 20% while the Wires have increased by 
about 50% since 1999 (based on the linear trend line).

The chart shows the registration 
trends since 1999. 2017 is for 3 
Quarters only.
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Health surveillance

The chart above is a summary of 623 reports received over 

the 8 years of the online survey.

• IVDD continues to be the No. 1 reported health condition

• Cancers and tumours are the 2nd highest category, 

boosted by a spate of reports of Lymphoma affecting 

young (under 2 y.o.) Miniature Longs

We continue to see cancers are largely, and not 

unexpectedly, an issue associated with older age in our 

breed.

Our on-line Health Survey 
continues to provide a source of 
useful data on Dachshund health 
issues and we received 83 reports 
during 2017; an average of 7 
reports each month. 

DachsLife 2015 was our last major 
Health Survey of more than 2000 
Dachshunds.

Standard Wire Dachshunds 
account for 67% of Cardiac cases 
reported.
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Longevity
(Age of death)

The chart shows the 
average age of death 
for the most 
commonly reported 
conditions in our 
online survey.

The data are from our 
online survey which 
was started in 
December 2009. 
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Partners in health 
improvement

Dr Berge Minassian and his team at 

the Hospital for Sick Kids in Montreal 

continues to carry out analysis of our 

Lafora tests. We will be publishing a 

paper on Lafora Disease, with Dr

Minassian, in 2018.

Dr Cathryn Mellersh is currently 

working on a cheek swab test for 

Lafora Disease using control samples 

provided by us.

Dr Clare Rusbridge continues to 

support our work on Lafora Disease 

via our Progression Study, led by Gill 

Key.

Breed Council Chairman Ian Seath 

was invited to speak at the 2017 

International Dog Health Workshop 

hosted by IPFD. He spoke about the 

Dachshund Breed Council’s approach 

to developing its health improvement 

strategy.

IPFD have shared examples of our 

work on their website:

www.dogwellnet.com

We are working with Professor John 

Innes and Dr Mark Lowrie of CVS 

Group as our key partners for the 

IVDD Screening programme.

Dr Cathryn Mellersh is supporting 

our investigation into the genetics of 

IVDD.

Dr Marianne Dorn is supporting 

members of our IVDD Facebook 

Group with advice on rehabilitation.

www.therehabvet.com

Many of our partners willingly give their time freely and we 
gratefully acknowledge all their support. Without them, we 
would not be able to progress our health improvement plans 
with such scientific and academic rigour.

http://www.dogwellnet.com/
http://www.therehabvet.com/
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Communications
We have continued to develop our approach to 

communications, particularly the use of on-line groups. 

We have 2 Facebook Groups, a main Breed Council page 

and an IVDD Support Group.
We have three key groups of people 

with whom we have to communicate 

effectively:

• Breed Club members (who have 

agreed to abide by our Code of 

Ethics)

• Breeders who are not members of 

Breed Clubs (and who probably 

represent about 80% of the  

Dachshund breeders with litters 

listed in the KC's Breed Records 

Supplement)

• Owners and potential owners of 

Dachshunds
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Communications
We have 3 websites:

• Dachshund Breed Council (general 

information about the breed for 

buyers and owners)

• Health website (advice on health 

and welfare of the breed)

• IVDD (specific information on IVDD 

and our screening programme)

59,000 visitors
to our IVDD
website in 2017

1100 
downloads

1400 
Dachshund 
Factsheet 

downloads
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Communications
We launched a new Health website in 

September 2017. There have been 3,300 

visitors in the first 3 months.

The most visited pages from the Home  

page are:

• Health priorities

• About Dachshunds

• Caring for your Dachshund

• Health testing

• Breeding

www.dachshundhealth.org.uk

58% of visitors
came via a social
media link

2/3 of visitors 
are from the UK

180 new 
subscribers
45% Open 

Rate
1740 

subscribers

http://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/


Breed Health 
Improvement

In this section:
• IVDD
• Lafora Disease
• Eye Disease
• Watch list
• Genetic diversity
• Progress summary
• Priorities for 2018
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Intervertebral Disc 
Disease (IVDD)

We launched our IVDD X-ray 

Screening Programme in 

November 2016, together with a 

dedicated IVDD website and 

Facebook Support Group.

In the first year, 19 dogs were 

screened. Of these, 12 had fewer 

than 5 calcifications which is good 

news for their owners.

We will continue to promote and 

subsidise this programme in 2018.

In December 2017, we published a 

series of “Myth-busters” to clarify 

some misconceptions about the 

screening programme. They 

explain:

• Why screening is needed and 

the well-proven research on 

which it is based

• How dogs are x-rayed and the 

safety of the process

• How the results can be used to 

reduce IVDD risks

Back disease is reported to affect 

up to 1 in 4 Dachshunds.  This 

may range from relatively mild 

symptoms that can be cured with 

cage rest and anti-inflammatory 

drugs, through to paralysis which 

may require surgery, or in the 

worst cases, euthanasia.  It is 

therefore the single most 

important issue for us to address.

The aim of X-ray screening is to reduce 
the occurrence of herniations by 
encouraging breeding with dogs that 
have low numbers of calcifications.



25|

The genetics of IVDD University of California, Davis, researchers have revealed the discovery of a 

genetic mutation across breeds that is responsible for chondrodystrophy (the 

skeletal disorder leading to shorter legs and abnormal intervertebral discs) in 

a study published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

[UCD Press Release]

The paper says there are two FGF4 retrogenes on chromosomes 12 and 18. 

The one on 18 causes dwarfism (CDPA), the one on 12 is associated with 

dwarfism and IVDD (CDDY). The paper suggests 100% of Dachshunds are 

homozygous for the 18 version and the key question is what proportion have 

a copy of the 12 version. If 100% of Dachshunds have the CDDY version, then 

this will be of no use to us in breeding away from IVDD.

The Mogensen study of 2011 suggests there may well be differences in 

frequency of the CDDY version because they found variations in calcification 

risk associated with a Chromosome 12 locus in a sample of 94 Dachshunds.

We do have to be careful in interpreting this UCD paper because the 

Supplemental Information shows that only 3 Dachshund IVDD cases were in 

their sample. All the IVDD cases from a number of breeds were diagnosed 

based on calcifications on x-rays and/or surgery. 

A viable breeding strategy will be dependent on what proportion are "Clear" 

of the IVDD risk retrogene. Breeding to a small number of Clear dogs could be 

a genetic diversity disaster. We need more data before we can celebrate the 

value of this latest research.

We are working with the AHT to genotype DNA 
samples from Dachshunds with and without IVDD to 
see if the UCD test will be useful to breeders.

A similar validation study has already been carried 
out by researchers in Denmark. Their initial findings 
suggest that FGF4 on Chromosome 12 is not the 
causative mutation for IVDD. Smooth and 
Longhaired Dachshunds appear to be homozygous 
for the mutation, irrespective of their IVDD status.

At the moment, we cannot make a recommendation 
on this test to breeders and our advice therefore 
remains that our X-ray screening programme is the 
preferred option.

http://m.pnas.org/content/early/2017/10/09/1709082114
https://www.ucdavis.edu/news/unraveling-genetics-disc-disease-dogs
http://m.pnas.org/content/early/2017/10/09/1709082114/suppl/DCSupplemental
https://www.dachshund-ivdd.uk/testing-for-ivdd/
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Lifestyle factors and 
IVDD

Dogs over the age of 3 that 

were highly or moderately

active were half as likely to 

have suffered an IVDD incident 

as dogs described as mildly or 

not at all active.

This could either be a genuine 

effect of fitter dogs being less 

prone to IVDD, or affected 

dogs are now leading less 

active lives.

Overall, the odds of a neutered 

Dachshund bitch having IVDD 

are 4 times greater than for 

entire bitches. In the case of 

neutered male Dachshunds, the 

odds are 2 times greater than 

for entire dogs.

There is a body of emerging 

evidence that neutering has 

more disadvantages than 

advantages (unless there is a 

good, medical reason).

IVDD has a strong heritability, meaning it 

runs in families. Dogs whose parents and 

other ancestors suffered from IVDD are 

much more likely also to suffer from 

IVDD. Unfortunately, just because your 

dog is fit and in good body condition 

does not guarantee that it will avoid back 

problems.

Nevertheless, prevention is better than 

cure, so lifestyle choices you can take to 

help reduce the risk of your dog having a 

back problem are very important.

Our DachsLife 2015 Health Survey 
investigated lifestyle factors that were 
associated with IVDD. The results were 
also analysed by a team from the RVC 
and published in a peer-reviewed paper 
in 2016.

Exercise Neutering
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Lafora Disease
Blood samples have been collected from around 700 MWHDs 

worldwide, mostly of UK origin, for canine LD genetic testing. Among 

the tested MWHD population, 7.2% were homozygous for the 

dodecamer repeat and at risk for LD. In addition, 222 dogs were 

heterozygous for the mutation, indicating a carrier frequency of 31.8% 

in the tested MWHD population. Among the tested MWHDs, the mutant 

allele frequency was 0.2. Data from the tested dogs over 6 years 

indicated that the frequency of the homozygous and carrier dogs has 

decreased from 9.9% to 5% and 42.3 % to 21.6%, respectively among 

MWHDs. As a consequence, the frequency of dogs free of the mutation 

has increased from 47.9% to 73.0%. 

In 2017, we held 2 
screening sessions 
where around 60 dogs 
were tested. Only 2 
were “Affected”.

The Wirehaired 
Dachshund Club 
continues to subsidise
Lafora testing (£75 per 
test).

We are grateful to all 
those who continue to 
fundraise for Lafora
screening and research.

92% of litters 
were Lafora
“safe” in 2017
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Eye disease: 
Distichiasis

The Dachshund Club kindly hosted a KC/BVA/ISDS Eye Screening 

session at their show in November 2017.

Ophthalmologist Lorna Newman sent us a summary report:

A total of 17 Dachshunds were examined and the only cause for concern 

was among the Miniature Longhaired dogs, where Distichaisis was 

found in 85% of the dogs examined. Most of these dogs had multiple 

distichia. There was no sign of hereditary type retinal atrophy in any 

dog.

Lorna's report confirms our concerns about Distichiasis in Mini Longs 

and also demonstrates the effectiveness of DNA screening that has 

been done to reduce the risk of PRA. 

The Breed Council's Health Committee recommends breeders should 

use clinical eye screening as well as DNA testing to help avoid eye 

disease.

The Breed Council’s Health 
Fund subsidised the Eye 
Screening session hosted by the 
Dachshund Club.

Distichiasis was identified in 80% of Mini Longs and 14% of Mini Wires from 
DBC research in 2013-14. 13% of MLs examined were of clinical concern. 

There is no DNA test for Distichiasis and its mode of inheritance is currently 
unknown. Clinical eye screening is therefore the only tool available to 
breeders.
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Eye disease: Cord1 
PRA
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Since Cord1 testing began for Mini 

Longs, the percentage of Affected 

dogs each year has dropped from 

18% to 2% (2005-2017).

In Mini Smooths, the percentage of 

Affected dogs has dropped from 

27% to 4% (2007-2017).

In Mini Wires, there have been no 

more than 1% of dogs tested as 

Affected since 2011.

366 Mini Smooths were tested for 
cord1 PRA by the AHT in 2017. 94 Mini 
Longs were tested and 57 Mini Wires.
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Our current “Watch 
List”

At its November 2015 meeting, 

the Breed Council agreed to set 

up an online registry of affected 

dogs to encourage reporting of 

epilepsy by owners. In 2017, 

reports were received for 3 dogs, 

of which 2 were Mini Longs. 

Although 50% of cases reported 

are Mini Longs, we still need 

significantly more cases reported 

to be able to carry out any 

meaningful analysis.

In DachsLife 2015 Heart Murmurs 

were reported in 3.6% of dogs, 

with Wires reporting the highest 

prevalence (7.8%) and Smooths 

second highest (6.3%). Heart 

Murmurs were in the top 3 

conditions reported (3%) for WHD 

in the 2014 KC survey and heart 

disease was the most common 

cause of death. The average age 

of death due to cardiac conditions 

was over 9. No further action has 

been taken in relation to these 

conditions in Wires.

In general, cancers and tumours

appear to be conditions of old 

age in Dachshunds. However, we 

have seen a spate of reports of 

Lymphomas reported in young 

Mini Longs in the past 2 years. We 

have had 7 cases reported in dogs 

aged 4 and under.

Epilepsy Heart DiseaseLymphoma
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Our current “Watch 
List”

Prevalence:

The condition is reported to have 

a prevalence of less than 1% in 

Dachshunds but is probably 

under-reported as it may simply 

be mistaken for "poor hind 

movement". It has been reported 

in all three coat varieties and both 

Standard and Miniature 

Dachshunds but UK cases have 

mostly been in Miniatures.

Severity & treatment:

The younger the age at which the 

growth plate closes, the more 

severe the deformity. Dogs that 

are mildly affected may experience 

few problems and are unlikely to 

need surgical treatment. In more 

severe cases, the dog may be 

lame, in pain and may develop 

osteoarthritis in older age. In these 

cases, surgery may be required to 

correct the deformity.

What is it?

Pes varus is a Latin term that 

combines pes (foot) and varus

(inward). It is a bone deformity 

where the distal tibia is turned 

inward toward the body. It occurs 

when the shinbone growth plate 

closes prematurely, causing 

asymmetrical growth of the tibia. 

It results in a bow-legged 

appearance and lameness. It is 

also known as Angular Limb 

Deformity.

Pes Varus Image courtesy of Georgia Wallin

This is a condition that judges 
should be aware of when 
assessing Dachshunds in the 
show ring. 

We have created a Pes Varus 
page on our new Health 
website.
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Genetics and 
diversity

The higher the CoI, the 

greater the probability (and 

risk) that two copies of a 

particular gene will be 

inherited from a 

common ancestor.

Wires continue to have the 

lowest Coefficient of 

Inbreeding and Longs, the 

highest. 

It is interesting to note how 

the COI for Mini Wires has 

reduced over the past 6 

years. 

The Kennel Club updates data for breed average Coefficients 
of Inbreeding each year. We've been tracking this since it was 
first published in 2011. Here's the summary of results for 
each of our six varieties of Dachshund:

It is likely that the KC calculations of COI are underestimates due to missing pedigree 
information on imported dogs. However, assuming this discrepancy is consistent over time, the 
figures should still be comparable and useful to highlight trends.
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Recessive coats
Last year, the Kennel Club decided to amend Annex D to the B 

regulations, allowing the registration of Dachshunds born with a 

recessive coat type.

The Dachshund Breed Council expressed concern that this could lead to 

Lafora’s disease, a debilitating neurological condition which currently 

affects only Miniature Wire Haired Dachshunds, from entering the gene 

pool of other varieties.

After careful consideration, the Kennel Club Board have approved a 

recommendation from the Dog Health Group that the progeny of any 

Dachshund from two Miniature Wirehaired Dachshund parents, 

registered as a different coat type to their parents, must have a coat 

type DNA test as a condition of registration, and will be endorsed by the 

Kennel Club (R progeny not eligible for registration). The endorsement 

will be removed only should a clear Lafora’s test result be produced or if 

both parents are either tested as clear, or shown to be hereditarily clear 

from the condition.

Allowing recessive coated Dachshunds to register in the appropriate breed 
for their coat will help improve the size of the gene pool for these breeds. 
The Kennel Club have now put testing in place which will prevent Lafora
disease from being accidentally introduced into other breeds of Dachshund 
when this is done.

Dachshunds in the 
UK normally have 2 
copies of their own 
coat type gene 
(Wirehaired = WW, 
Smooth-haired = SS 
or Longhaired = LL) 
because the KC does 
not allow cross-coat 
matings.

However, these were 
allowed until 1977 
and there are still 
Wires and Smooths 
that “carry” the 
genes for different 
coat types. 

DNA tests are 
available from 
Laboklin UK 
for Smooth-
Long and Wire.

http://www.laboklin.co.uk/laboklin/showGeneticTest.jsp?testID=8124
http://www.laboklin.co.uk/laboklin/showGeneticTest.jsp?testID=8195


Plans for 
2018

In this section:
• 2018 priorities
• Objectives and key 

activities
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Our priorities for 
2018

• Reduce the risk of IVDD by 
promoting the use of 
Screening

• Achieve 95% Lafora safe 
litters

• Promote the use of 
KC/BVA/ISDS eye screening

We need to use all available communication and 

education channels to divert demand away from 

Mini Smooths and “rare colours”. Otherwise, we 

risk a Rescue crisis in the near future.

Education

IVDD

Lafora

Breed health Enablers
• Increase buyer awareness of 

the breed to influence 
responsible buying decisions

• Collaborate with the KC to 
develop a Breed Health & 
Conservation Plan

• Analyse and publish data/ 
evidence to support breed 
improvement
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2018 Objectives and 
key activities

These are our key activities. In addition, we 

expect to continue to carry out the many other 

activities that are already under way.
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Contacts

Secretary Chairman

Pauline Kerslake
01904 471488

E: secretary@dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk

Ian Seath
T: 01628 529936

E: chairman@dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk

Treasurer Health Committee Chairman

Katherine Herrington
T: 01904 761903

E: treasurer@dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk

Roger Sainsbury BVM&S MRCVS
T: 01872 279226

E: chairman@dachshundhealth.org.uk

www.dachshundhealth.org.uk

The Breed Council’s Health website 

www.dachshund-ivdd.uk

The Breed Council’s IVDD website

https://www.facebook.com/groups/VI

TALDachshundIVDD/

Our IVDD Facebook Support Group

www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk

The Breed Council’s website and blog

https://www.facebook.com/The-

Dachshund-Breed-Council-UK-

118521654856320/

Our Facebook page.

mailto:secretary@dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk
mailto:chairman@dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk
mailto:chairman@dachshundhealth.org.uk
http://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/
http://www.dachshund-ivdd.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/VITALDachshundIVDD/
http://www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Dachshund-Breed-Council-UK-118521654856320/

